
1. Bill and I are part of the Northville River Restoration Task Force and the subgroup “History Team,”
which is dealing with the research, preservation, and relocation of the Down’s Log Cabin.

2. Our History Team has been working on a historic walking trail through the proposed River Park and
identifying adjacent historic sites, along with creating an interactive map as part of the project.  The
work on the historic points of the Riverwalk include the Down’s Cabin on River Street.

3. In the early 1930’s, legend surrounds this dwelling as the Northville/Wayne County Fair
Honeymoon Cabin, accommodating the lucky couple on their wedding night after winning an all‐
expense‐paid contest to be married at the fair that day.  While a great story, our investigation found it
differing to the legend, with the dates of the wedding and the existence of the cabin not quite lining up.

4. What we did discover of the only log cabin in downtown Northville, was that in the middle of the
Great Depression, a recently retired, 65 year old, single, kindergarten school teacher from Howell,
Michigan, Miss Mary Gilbert, boldly bought an acre of land on the Rouge River in downtown Northville,
and built a state‐of‐the‐art log home in 1936.

5. Built with Air‐lock logs, patented in Grayling, MI, that very same year, consisting of hollowed‐out
logs that were pre‐seasoned, shrunk with no cracking, cut evenly and to length, that provided a
consistent building log that fit together, requiring none of the traditional log cabin chinking.  These new
logs provided a finished look both inside and out, air insulation, as well as providing conduits for the
installation of plumbing and wiring.  Mary Gilbert was a member of the Northville Women’s National
Farm and Garden Association, also formed in 1936, still existing today as the Northville Garden
Club.  Sadly, she passed away four short years after building her home.

6. Moving into the present and the change coming to the Down’s property ‐‐ preservation,
repurposing, and restoration of the cabin has become a focal point for the History Team.  Hunter
Pasteur has worked up a detailed conceptual budget for preserving this piece of Northville history, and
has graciously promised up to $125,000 for half of the proposed budget.  I believe this has already been
presented to Planning at a past meeting.

7. The History Team and Northville River Restoration Task force have gone an extra step ‐‐ and have
found and been in contact with a seasoned, log cabin restoration expert, ready to examine and give a
true estimate of the work that needs to be done on this 86 year‐old gem, including providing a schedule
and costs of on‐going maintenance into the future.  Unfortunately, the Cabin today is private property,
with tenants that wish not to be disturbed at this time, leaving our expert unable to visit the property
and give us a full, accurate estimate and assessment.

8. In our conversations with cabin expert Grizzly Bob and providing of pictures, he did let us know
this cabin has great value, he’s familiar and has worked with air‐lock logs before, and is ready to move
on this project when the time comes – from estimates to contracting to hand’s‐on experience in all
phases of restoration, including moving and stonework.  Again, we need to keep in mind that Northville
is spoiled with its numerous unique and historic buildings – this log cabin would be highly valued in any
of our neighboring communities if they were so fortunate to have it.

9. From this picture, you can see the original cabin that will be moved and restored, while the
breezeway addition and garage will be removed.  Again, everything is currently on‐hold until we can gain
access to the property and interior of the cabin, along with the next phase of repurposing and
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relocation, with a number of different suggestions along the future Riverwalk.  Potential uses if it can be 
kept on site or nearby still in River Park is as an amenity center/museum for Northville Downs/County 
Fair related history.  If not, then as recreation department approved restroom facilities in Ford Field 
West or East, which the City has already committed for the need at that location. 
 
 
 



Down’s Cabin
318 River Street, Northville, MI
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following up on July’s presentation on mapping by our sub group, we’ve now turned our research to drafting accurate historical narratives and pictures for the map points that will be along the Riverwalk.
One of these I submitted to Nancy was for the Down’s cabin on River Street a few months back.  From that, Nancy asked me to do a quick presentation tonight on those research results.
My initial interest in the cabin goes back to when I attended a Bruce Turnbull lecture 8 or 10 years ago, where he mentioned this cabin on the Down’s property.  His story prompted me to head over to see the cabin the very next day.
So picking up on Bruce’s story, I’ve now done a bit deeper research and believe I’ve aligned the facts from the story, but remembering it’s the story that led me to doing greater research.




318 River St. on 1.63 Acres 
(Includes 13,072 sq. ft. barn built 1968)
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Northville Wayne County Fair 
August 28, 1931
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Back to the story – 1930’s, Depression, Northville and Wayne County Fair, low attendance, how to get people to the fair and spend money?  Along with the usual handing out of raffle tickets by local merchants for prize giveaways, a wedding contest was offered – get married for free at the Fair.  Don Starr (whose brother was killed in a sledding accident on Buchner’s Hill years earlier) and Gertrude Parmenter, were selected as the blessed couple to be married on opening night.  With the stage set, and the Blue Haven Revue in place, the lucky couple was brought up and married with great solemnity before a full grandstand, and then given hearty cheer before heading to a reception at the Babbitt’s on Roger’s St.  That’s the facts from the Northville Record.



Northville Record - October 16, 1936
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There’s one problem – the wedding took place in 1931, and the cabin wasn’t built until five years later in 1936.  And the NR reports the couple left for their apartment on Chelsea St in Detroit that very same day.




U.S. Patent May 12, 1936
CAN Patent January 5, 1937
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Downs Cabin Conceptual Budget $250k
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Grizzly Bob Kenel - Log Cabin Expert
With a special focus on historic log home restoration
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12.8.21 Pictures
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Mary Gilbert Log Home
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