
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Feb. 6, 2020

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings
Northville Youth Network, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 8 a.m., Community Center
Northville Art Commission, Wed, Feb. 12, 7 p.m., Art House

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In
City Council recapCity Council recap
Highlights from the Feb. 3 meeting
 
Council Member Marilyn Price read a resolution co-sponsored by herself and Council Member
Barbara Moroski-Brown, to recognize and honor the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage and
the centennial founding of the League of Women Voters. 

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall


Valerie Nelson, of the Northwest Chapter of the League of Women Voters, said she was grateful
to the Council for recognizing these anniversaries. She gave some history about the
19th Amendment and the difficulties in getting the State Constitution amended even though
Michigan was one of the first states to ratify the amendment in 1919. 

Special events that require street closures – DDA Director Lori Ward reported on the
recommendations of a subcommittee convened to study street closures in downtown Northville
associated with special events. Among the recommendations were to allow only one weekend of
downtown street closures during the event season (May – Oct.). It could be two separate events
on one weekend or one event that lasts the weekend. The closures can’t be on consecutive
weekends. Event hosts will be encouraged to use alternative venues in the City. Applications
must be submitted to the City 90 days prior to the event. City Council adopted the criteria for
evaluating street closures as part of the special event application and will revisit the Ford Field
Rental Reservation Policy to encourage additional use of Ford Field and/or Mill Race Village for
special events.

Police Chief Alan Maciag introduced new officer Erin Larkin to the mayor and council, noting
that she has 17 years of experience with the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department. She was
warmly welcomed by council and guests. 

New police cars – City Council approved the purchase of two 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 4-wheel
drive, pursuit-rated police vehicles using the Oakland County extendable purchasing contract in
the amount of $75,226. The new vehicles will replace the 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe and 2013 Ford
Taurus that are currently in the Police Dept’s administrative fleet.
 
Drying cabinet for evidence room – City Council approved the purchase of an evidence drying
cabinet for use in the evidence processing room. The 3’ Labconco protector evidence drying
cabinet with UV light was chosen because it does not require water or a drain to operate. The
stainless steel-lined cabinet has a secure ventilated area to dry evidence such as clothing and
bedding, which is retained for DNA testing. The cabinet was purchased under the State of
Michigan contract for $6,407. Those funds will be reimbursed through the Michigan State Police
Justice Assistance Grant, which was received by the department last year. 

Fish Hatchery Park riverbank project – Mark Gasche, director of the Dept. of Parks and
Recreation, reported to Council that the Alliance of Rouge Communities (ARC) has received a
grant for $855,915 from the EPA to restore the banks of the Johnson Creek at Fish Hatchery
Park. The project will be funded 100 percent by the grant and will be administered by ARC. The
next step involves receiving a permit from EGLE (expected later this month) and posting an RFP
for companies to bid on the work. Construction is expected to take place in late spring, then
again in late summer/fall.

Public commentPublic comment
Kathy Spillane, 487 W. Cady, asked City Council to add green infrastructure to its goals and
objectives for 2020/2021, and requested that public and/or public/private funding be sought for
projects that involve waterways. She said there are funds at the local, state and national level
and referenced the  Alliance for Rouge Communities (ARC) and the State of Michigan’s
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Dept. as two possibilities. She further encouraged
Council members to inform legislators of the needs in Northville for these types of infrastructure
projects. Her remarks referenced a letter she had sent to City Council on this topic. 

Mayor Brian Turnbull said he was in agreement and noted that he recently walked the
riverbank throughout Northville and learned just how far-ranging it is. He is in favor of daylighting
the river at the Downs property (when redeveloped) and working on other areas along the river –
sharing the cost with other entities. 

Council Member Moroski-Browne thanked Spillane for her “excellent guidance” to the City
Council and Planning Commission on this matter and added that she was adding value as an
engaged citizen.

The council broke for a closed session to discuss a settlement agreement. After consulting with
their attorney in closed session, Council came back into open session and approved a settlement
agreement to pay $29,000 to R&J Cement, Inc., regarding street paving work performed in 2017.
The agenda was amended earlier in the meeting to add “consideration of settlement agreement”
to new business.



 
See the video here. 

Northville District Library
Director Laura Mancini (left)
speaks with U.S. Rep. Haley
Stevens at the legislator
breakfast forum. Photo by Liz
Cezat

Northville area citizens hear from legislative leaders at breakfastNorthville area citizens hear from legislative leaders at breakfast
forumforum
Area legislators presented updates on the work they are doing at the local, state and national levels of
government to 45 citizens on Feb. 3 at the Northville Township Municipal Building during a breakfast event
hosted by the Northville Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by Consumers Energy. 

Those presenting were State Rep. Matt Koleszar, 20th District; Wayne County Commissioner Terry Marecki, 9th
District; Oakland County Commissioner Gwen Markham, 9th District; State Senator Dayna Polehanki, 7th
District; and U.S. Congresswoman Haley Stevens, 11th District. State Senator Jim Runestad, 15th District, was
also scheduled to speak but could not attend.

State Rep. Matt Koleszar reported on recent legislation passed with bipartisan support, including “historical
horse racing,” a slot machine teamed with horse betting; raising the age from 17 to 18 to be tried as an adult for a
crime; and auto insurance reform. He said work on elder legislation is moving forward. 

He is working on legislation that would enshrine the Affordable Care Act into the state constitution to preserve
and protect the benefits at the current level even if they are cut at the federal level. As a former teacher, he’s a
proponent of expanding school libraries, and is planning to create a pipeline for paraprofessionals who want to
become a teacher by providing tuition aid. He’s also working on legislation for tuition to be paid by the state for
children who lose a parent in the line of work as a firefighter or police officer.

He is intent on expanding voting rights. He believes if you're 17 years old at the primary and will be 18 by the
general election, you should be able to vote at the primary.

Koleszar and State Sen. Polehanki have been working collaboratively to convince management of  Arbor Hills
landfill in the township to improve operations so area residents aren’t affected by pungent odors and other major
complaints about the site. They are strongly opposed to any expansion of the landfill. To address problems, they
are advancing legislation that would increase the cost of landfill violations tenfold. “When the landfill is being sold
for $3.5 million, a $10,000 fee means nothing to them,” Polehanki said. 

Commissioner Terry Marecki, former Livonia Board of Education member, City Clerk of Livonia and former
Livonia City Council member, pointed out several tax proposals on the ballot this year. The DIA is asking for
millage renewal at the March 10 primary. Wayne County may be asking for a millage renewal to operate parks
this year. 
 
Wayne Kids Win! is a new proposal asking for 1 mil to fund after-school programs, which will generate $42 million
over five years. This millage is backed by the Stillman Foundation and other organizations and companies. It is
not part of Wayne RESA, a regional education service agency that receives funding from a permanent 4 mil tax
and a six-year 2 mil tax. RESA may be asking to renew the 2 mil this year. These funds are distributed to 33
school districts. A regional transportation millage may also be on the fall ballot, she noted, along with a potential
millage request by the African American and Historical Museums. 
 
Recently, the Wayne County Commission was made aware of a new tax proposal that was vying to get on the
March 10 ballot. 
 

https://vimeo.com/389314991


Ninety-thousand signatures were submitted by Wayne Kids Win! (WKW) to place their proposal measure on the
ballot. Those signatures, which top the requirement of 53,000, must be verified against signatures on voting
records for at least the minimum amount required. The process is known as the declaration of sufficiency and
takes time to achieve. 

Marecki supported a resolution offered by Commissioner Glen Anderson (Westland) that was passed by the
majority of Wayne County Commissioners to allow the commission legal counsel to fight against the current
structure of the Wayne Kids Win! if necessary. Currently, the proposal is set up to have one person appoint 15
members to oversee the millage funding if the measure is approved. There is no formula for distribution of the
$45 million, and the role of the County Commission for oversight is non- existent, Marecki noted. 

“Unless the proposal backers had formed their own taxing authority to manage the millage funding, the Wayne
County Commissioners need to be involved,” she reported. As it stands now, because of the many concerns that
the Commission had and the fact that not all the signatures were verified, the Wayne County Election
Commission voted 3-0 to keep the proposal off he March ballot. It could be placed on a future ballot this year. 
 
Marecki would also like to make sure citizens are fully aware of possible tax increases, especially people who live
in areas that pay high taxes without seeing the benefit of those tax monies.
 
Among road projects, the County will repair and replace sections of Sheldon Road between 6 and 7 Mile in the
spring.
 
Oakland County Commissioner Gwen Markum, was one of five new members elected in 2018 to serve as a
commissioner and represents 54 percent of Northville residents. For the first time in 42 years on the Oakland
County Commission, there is now a Democratic majority – 11 to 10 – which means all new committee chairs. 

She noted that budget work is done in July and August. Yet last August, Oakland County Executive L. Brooks
Patterson passed away. The commission was multi-tasking between finding his replacement and finishing the
budget. Their quest was to find a candidate who could garner a majority vote of the commissioners. Out of 50
prospective prospects for the high-level post, the commissioners tapped Dave Coulter, former Ferndale city
manager. He took office within the allotted 30 days.

Markum said she was “thrilled with what he has done with the job” in part by appointing five diverse deputies and
“talking with the employees in the former regime,” many of whom chose to stay. He’s forged a bipartisan
relationship. During that frenetic time, the commission passed a $930 million budget unanimously.

Markum serves on 14 committees and chairs five of them. One of those is the airport committee. Of the three
airports, the one in New Hudson is underutilized and she is hopeful it can become more productive and
prosperous.  

Oakland County is celebrating its bicentennial this year and is linking the year-long commemoration with the 100-
year anniversary of Women's suffrage. The County is also addressing climate change with a program to distribute
20,000 oak seedlings in the spring around Arbor Day. They are working to build a green infrastructure in terms of
water quality, parks and wetlands preservation, and public transit.

One of her guiding principles is, “Is it worth it? Why are we doing it?” For example, if building something new on
a plot of land takes away significant habitat for animals, birds and other creatures, and their food source, building
that new structure may not be worth it. 

She noted that Oakland and Wayne counties share maintenance of 8 Mile Road, which is an important artery and
maintaining it is a high priority. For the local road improvement program, Oakland County distributed $77,000 to
the City of Northville to pave the section of Taft from the roundabout to 8 Mile, a project that was completed this
past summer. 

The Municipal Partnership Act, close to becoming law, would allow communities to work together on various
projects in which they all have a stake, being able to ask for up to 5 mills for a project. This would apply to
Wayne, Oakland and Washtenaw counties working on regional transportation. She says the need is great in the
vast community of Oakland County, which has 900 square miles. She said, “We don’t want Swiss cheese, which
is what we have today.” That describes what occurs when municipalities can opt in or out of mass transit based
on what they already offer.

Airport shuttle service is an important component of mass transit, a service currently provided in Livingston
County, she noted. “We need to improve mobility for seniors, students, and workers so that not everyone is in
their car.” 

State Rep. Dana Polehanki is working on career readiness and regulatory reform. On the topic of roads, she
said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s plan to fund improvements with a $3.5 billion bonding program over four years
was plan B. Priorities on rebuilding long-term assets in this region include work on I-96, I-275 and M-14.

“The longer we continue to do nothing, the more our roads deteriorate and they are deteriorating rapidly,”
Polehanki said. As a former teacher and avid supporter of education, she's open to solutions that don't affect the
funds for teacher retirement or schools. 



When she first took office, she wanted to make a bold statement: “Don't raid the school aid fund to patch holes in
the budget.” Two ideas for road funding proposed by her Republican colleagues – 
amortizing teacher pension and pension bonding, she believes, are too risky. The former would add $20 billion to
payments over the lifetime of the loan. 

Regarding legislation designed to raise the reading levels of third grade students, she is opposed to the mass
retention piece. She noted that local schools can retain students if that seems to be the best solution for the
student, as agreed to by the parent and teacher. After reviewing studies of the mass retention component, she
found that holding a child back either has no impact on reading preparedness or makes it worse. (Last fall she
introduced Senate Bill 633, which eliminates that component.)

She is also advocating for training for school board members, which would take approximately 20 hours and
could be completed over two years. She said school board members have good intentions when they get elected
but many don't know what the role entails. This training could be online or in a classroom. She noted that it has
not yet gained traction. 

She supports the goal of Sixty by 30 – Michigan Reconnect, enabling residents 25 or older to  have a tuition-
free pathway to an in-demand occupation. This would lead to 60 percent of residents having a skill certificate or
college degree by 2030.  She reported that Michigan ranks “dead last in the nation” in terms of educational
funding and says it trails by $1,000 per student. She said the Michigan Reconnect is a kick-starter to solving the
problem. 

She reported having a philosophical difference with Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey, stating he doesn't
want to add new legislation but would rather improve existing legislation. 

When asked about the skill set that a teacher brings to the legislature, she was quick to reply, “Having a thick skin
(because kids tell you exactly what they think of you), patience, and being able to explain things.” She added that
she had to learn how to be a senator. 

Congresswoman Haley Stevens served in the Obama administration, was an educator, and worked at
a manufacturing research lab prior to being elected. 

Her challenge in office is to “meet the needs of the district without being too top down.” She advises her
constituents, “Tell me what your needs are.” 

“Nationally, people are looking at us. We are the future of work in automation and digitization.” To keep abreast of
STEM topics, technology and manufacturing, she designates time to this endeavor every week. On ascribed
Manufacturing Mondays, she visits small businesses, training centers and manufacturing companies. “The rate of
innovation is incredible,” she said.

When commemorating the 50th anniversary of the U.S. Apollo landing on the moon, she asked herself, her
colleagues and others, “What's our moon shot of the next 50 years?” 

In the U.S. House, she encounters people from across the nation and around the world. She enjoys telling them
what's happening in Michigan. 

“Everyone is watching Michigan because it's a presidential year,” she says. “I tell them to pay attention to what's
taking place in southeastern Michigan. We’ve got Silicon Valley and Boston, Mass. knocking on our door. We
are putting people at the forefront. We’ve got middle-class values. We are rooted in community. I have the
profound privilege of representing Northville. We are ushering in a new revolution in automotive with $1 billion in
innovation: autonomous cars and now the auto show has moved to June (in warmer weather). ‘We have an
amazing showcase.’” 

She said many people equate Congress with not much getting done but rebuked that notion. She said, “You
don't hear about the doers. The new Congress passed a budget in record time. The American Manufacturing
Leadership Act, a bipartisan bill she cosponsored, provides for research and development, technology transfer
and more. Provisions of the bill were included in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020,
which was signed by the President on Dec. 20, 2019.

The USMCA trade deal passed overwhelmingly with more than 300 votes. She pointed to the “buy American
content” in the bill. During floor discussion on the topic, she explained the Michigan component. 

She co-sponsored a bipartisan bill that will enable Michigan to receive multi-million dollar funding from the
National Science Foundation to invest in early childhood education in STEM (science, technology, engineering
and math) programs. 

“The House has put forward a series of bills and we’re waiting on the Senate to pick up the bills,” she said. One
of those bills seeks to lower the high cost of prescription drugs. She led the floor debate on the topic and was
energized by hearing from both sides of the aisle and interjecting her own comments as moderator. 

When asked whether she supports Medicare for All, she said it was too much of a transition at this time, noting
that she wants to protect and improve people's care. She mentioned that police officers and firefighters don't
qualify for Medicare and she wants that to change. She has heard from many constituents that not having good

https://senatedems.com/polehanki/news/2019/10/02/polehanki-bill-to-require-training-for-school-board-members/
https://sixtyby30.org/?utm_source=GUD%2FGoogle&utm_medium=Paid_Search&utm_campaign=60x30_Campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI46zoy5S45wIV0RZ9Ch3cHABWEAAYASAAEgInx_D_BwE
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2397
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2397


health care coverage is destabilizing for the family. 

“There needs to be responsible, measured steps for quality, affordable health care for all,” she said. “The ACA
lowered the number of uninsured by half in Michigan, but it’s still at 6 percent.”

Infrastructure is one of her priorities. She has invited the transportation secretary to come to Michigan and see
both the condition of the roads and new technology in the automotive sector. Some roads can only be funded by
the federal government and she is exploring how “communities like ours can get our fair share of funding.” 

During hearings on small business, she invited people from Michigan to testify, including Plymouth City Manager
Paul Sincock, who spoke about developing a recycling program in Plymouth and surrounding area. She launched
a plastics solutions task force to address recycling and is collaborating on a national recycling strategy. 

“You guys can tell. I'm working. I'm moving,” she said. She spoke proudly of Midwestern values, citing legislators
like herself who are transparent and accountable. She says she wants to advocate in the best way possible. “I
don’t like blame. We're the people's house. We have to work together cohesively.”

She encouraged everyone to take part in the census being conducted in 2020. So many organizations rely on
census funding, she stated, and it also affects representation of citizens at all levels of government. 

Public meeting scheduled on March 3 for FAR and front porchPublic meeting scheduled on March 3 for FAR and front porch
ordinancesordinances
At the Jan. 21 Planning Commission meeting, commissioners reviewed revised language on proposed
ordinances for Floor Area Ratio (FAR) and Front Porch/Rear Garage Incentive – ordinances developed by the
commission with assistance from City Planner Sally Elmiger, of Carlisle Wortman Associates. Public input at
several previous meetings helped fine-tune the ordinances to accommodate the wide range of house and lot
sizes in the City.

The commission requested additional changes to the ordinances and moved to schedule public hearings on
March 3 at the Community Center, 303 W. Main. 

The FAR ordinance is intended to reduce home sizes in relation to the lots they are built on, which was done in
response to a community-wide survey that showed oncern that new home sizes were excessive.

Also at the January meeting, the Master Plan Subcommittee working on the Public Input Process discussed
presentation topics and scheduling for the public information sessions to begin in late February and run through
April. (See related article in this issue of City News).

View proposed language for FAR here.

View proposed language for Front Porch/Rear Garage Incentive here.

Plan to attend informative sessions Plan to attend informative sessions 
on core topics that impact the Master Plan on core topics that impact the Master Plan 
Three sub-areas of the Master Plan – Racetrack, Cady St./Cady Town, and South Center – are being reviewed
and will likely be revised. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn about land development and community building for
Northville’s future. 

The Planning Commission is hosting five special sessions to provide up-to-date information by experts on core
topics of redevelopment. The experts will  make a presentation and answer questions from the commissioners
and the public. The sessions will provide the community with a common base of facts that underlay
redevelopment as the Master Plan process advances. 

This is a timely opportunity for residents, business owners and others with a vested interest in the future of the
City of Northville. If you can’t attend, videos of the sessions will be available for viewing. In the coming months,
the sessions will be followed with workshops and other events to gather public input about the future of the sub-
areas.  

Schedule of Public Sessions on Land Development & Community Building
All sessions are held at 7 p.m. at the Community Center, 303 W. Main, Northville. Please refer to the City’s
website and/or social media for any updates prior to the meeting.  

Monday, Feb. 24

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Government/GoverningDocuments/Zoning/Proposed Ordinances/FAR (March 2020).pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Government/GoverningDocuments/Zoning/Proposed Ordinances/Front Porch and Rear Garage Incentive (March 2020).pdf


Topic: Planning/zoning basics & financial information 
Speaker: Doug Lewan, planning consultant and executive vice president at Carlisle Wortman Associates (CWA)

Tuesday, March 24
Topic: Traffic & walkability/mobility 
Speaker: Jessica Katers, project manager, Municipal Engineering, OHM Associates (Engineering, Architecture
and Planning firm) and second speaker to be announced

Tuesday, March 31
Topic: Infrastructure  
Speaker: Jessica Katers, project manager, Municipal Engineering, OHM Associates (Engineering, Architecture
and Planning firm); Loyd Cureton, director of Dept. of Public Works; and Craig Strong, principal at Code
Enforcement Services (CES), a company that inspects and enforces building codes for municipalities

Tuesday, April 14
Topic: Future land use
Speaker: Dick Carlisle, president, Carlisle Wortman Associates (CWA)

Tuesday, April 28
Topic: Demographics & schools 
Speaker: Sally Elmiger, planning consultant and principal at Carlisle Wortman Associates (CWA)

Please note that the schedule (location, time, speaker) is subject to change. 

Questions/comments? Send an email to City Manager Pat Sullivan at psullivan@ci.northville.mi.us or call
248.449.9905.

Absent Voter Ballot MailAbsent Voter Ballot Mail
Envelopes - New for 2020Envelopes - New for 2020

Statewide mandated changes
were made to the Absent Voter
mail envelope. Your Absent Voter
Ballot envelope has a new look
and is designed to meet US Postal
Service standards. If you have
already applied for your March 10
Presidential Primary Absent Voter
ballot, you will receive this blue
envelope. It is not junk mail – do
not throw it away. 

Poll workers needed to assist onPoll workers needed to assist on
Election DayElection Day
The City of Northville needs poll workers for the 2020
election cycle, which include:

·      March 10 - Presidential Primary
·      May 5 – potential election date 
·      August 4 – Primary
·      November 3 – General

Duties include opening the polling location, checking
in voters, issuing ballots, monitoring the voting
equipment and closing the polling location. Hours are
from 6 a.m. to approximately 9:30 p.m. on Election
Day. The pay is $175 per election worked, with dinner
provided.

Poll workers (inspectors) assigned to work an election
are required to attend poll worker certification training,
which takes approximately two hours. They are paid

Poll workers at a previous election. Photo by Liz
Cezat.



$30 to $45 to attend training, depending on the
location. 

An application and more information are available at
Northville City Hall, 215 W. Main Street, and on
the City’s website. Applicants interested in working
the March 10 Presidential Primary must submit their
application by Feb. 18. 

Presidential Primary Election to be heldPresidential Primary Election to be held
March 10; any voter can choose to vote byMarch 10; any voter can choose to vote by
Absent Voter BallotAbsent Voter Ballot

Michigan will hold a closed Presidential Primary on Tuesday,
March. While there is no political party registration requirement in
Michigan election law, in this specific election, registered voters
will need to make their ballot selection in writing before being
issued a ballot (whether voting at the polls or by Absent Voter
Ballot).

The March ballot selection does not affect voting in the Aug. 4
primary, which is an open primary. At that election, voters will be
issued ballots containing all political parties and their candidates,
and will select one of the parties in the privacy of the voting
station. 

The written ballot selection made at the Presidential Primary does not have any bearing on how a person votes
in the general election for president, held Nov. 3. Learn more about the Michigan Presidential Primary Election on
the State of Michigan website. 

Absent Voter Ballot – All voters can now request to vote by absentee ballot (AV) without stating a reason. This
expands a convenient voting process to many more people.  
 
Absent Voter applications have been mailed to voters on the automatic application list; they are also available on
the City’s website and at City Hall. Registered voters who want to be on the automatic application list are asked
to complete and return this form. Complete, sign, and return your AV ballot application by mail, email or drop it
off in person at the City Clerk’s office (or use the 24-hour drop box in the vestibule). 

Important deadlines when applying for an Absent Voter Ballot:
Friday, March 6, 5 p.m.: Deadline for a voter to request an Absent Voter Ballot to be mailed by first class
mail.
Saturday, March 7: City Clerk’s office open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for in-person AV ballot requests. Ballot may
be voted at City Hall or taken home.
Monday, March 9, 4 p.m.: Deadline for registered voters to request an Absent Voter Ballot in-person at
the Clerk’s Office. Voters are not allowed to leave with the ballot on this day and must vote the ballot in
person at City Hall.

Voter Registration – From now through Feb. 24, you can register to vote at any Secretary of State branch office,
Northville City Clerk’s office, a designated State agency, or by U.S. Mail. No residency verification is required.
The photo ID requirement is in effect for in-person registration. Watch City News for an update on how voter
registration is handled from Feb. 25 through Election Day, March 10.

Dog licenses are up for renewalDog licenses are up for renewal
All dogs four months and older must be licensed. The annual license fee is $13 ($10 with
documented spay/neuter). Dog licenses for 2019 expire on Feb. 29, 2020. 

You must provide a current rabies vaccination certificate at the time of application. Licenses are
available at the City Clerk’s Office. If you want to register by mail, please download an
application from the website. 

Winter 2019 tax bills Winter 2019 tax bills 
Winter 2019 tax bills were due Feb. 1. On Feb. 15, a 3% penalty will apply. The last day to pay

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/elections_and_voting/poll_workers
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Voters_QA_MIPresPrim_pdf_674003_7.pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/CityClerk/Elections/March and Nov 2020 AV App.pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/CityClerk/Elections/Permanment AV Request  - for website (Nov 2019).pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=13645223


summer and winter taxes at the City will be March 2. If you have any questions, please call 248-
449-9901. 

AARP income tax preparationAARP income tax preparation
assistanceassistance
AARP tax-aides provide free tax assistance to
taxpayers with low and middle income, with
special attention to those who are 60 and
older as well as the disabled. Appointments
are required. One-on-one sessions will be
conducted at the Northville Community Center
on Thursdays, Feb. 6 through April 9. To
register, please call 248-305-2851 or visit the
Senior Services desk at the Community
Center, 303 W. Main Street. 

Two AARP volunteers help a taxpayer file his
taxes last winter. File photo by Liz Cezat

Events/Things to Do











Around Town

Keep sidewalks clear of snow and iceKeep sidewalks clear of snow and ice
Property owners (residents and businesses) must clear sidewalks within 24 hours of a snow or
ice event by ordinance. When clearing snow, do not blow or shovel snow into any roadway. The
DPW only clears sidewalks that are on City-owned or operated properties, such as those at City
Hall, the Fire Station and cemeteries. Prompt removal of snow reduces the need for salt. That
means less salt travels to storm drains, which discharge into the Middle Rouge River. 



DPW clears snow from streetsDPW clears snow from streets    

When it snows, you’ll find the City of Northville snow plows and trucks out to clear local streets.
Typically, the plows begin removing snow on major streets such as Center, Main and Taft. The
plows then move on to streets with steep hills and sharp curves, before tending to
neighborhoods, parking lots, alleys and cemetery roads. 

Wayne County plows snow from the streets of Griswold, 7 Mile, Northville Road, and 8 Mile, east
of Taft. Oakland County is responsible for clearing snow on 8 Mile, west of Taft, and Novi Road.
Salt is used sparingly to avoid damage to roads and run-off into the Rouge River, but may be
applied when conditions warrant it, especially at intersections.  

At Home

Fire Dept. service helps parents install and use child safety seatsFire Dept. service helps parents install and use child safety seats   
 

New parents may find child safety seats daunting to install and use. They can get assistance
from the Northville Fire Department, which has several members trained as nationally certified
Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPST). These members help parents (or babysitters and
grandparents) by reviewing their use of the seat in their car, truck or SUV to ensure they are
installing it correctly. They also teach how to position the seat, check for damage and be aware
of product recalls. Check out the website for what you need to know prior to the
appointment. This one-on-one education typically takes 20-30 minutes, depending on your car
seat and vehicle. To schedule an appointment at either the Northville or Plymouth fire station, call
248-449-9902.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/fire_department/child_passenger_safety_technicians


Seniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART buses  Seniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART buses   

Northville residents who are 60 years and older as well as those with a documented disability
can arrange for bus transportation to and from doctors’ appointments, the grocery store and
other outings. The service is available Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There’s an 8-mile
radius for medical transportation to doctors’ offices and medical facilities, and a 4-mile radius for
other trips.

Curb-to-curb bus service is provided by the Northville Community Senior Transportation Service,
with funding from SMART, The Senior Alliance, St. Mary Mercy Livonia, Northville Township and
the City of Northville. 
 
Fares are charged as one-way trips, ranging from $1 to $4 each way. Reservations must be
made at least two business days in advance by calling the Transportation coordinator at 248-
449-9934 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Punch cards are available in $20, $30 and $40 increments,
purchased in advance. 

Doing Business

BS&A online payments for utilitiesBS&A online payments for utilities  
 
Utility bill customers may sign up to receive email bills or arrange for automatic payment through
the City's website, using the BS&A vendor portal. E-bills are emailed on the billing date with a

https://bsaonline.com/?uid=1917


full-page bill attached as a PDF. Automatic payment is an arrangement between the customer's
bank and the City’s bank that deducts the amount due from the customer's account each due
date. For questions, call 248-449-9901. View the website page here. 

Secretary of State MiTimeLine appointment systemSecretary of State MiTimeLine appointment system

Why wait in line? The Secretary of State has an automated system at several locations where
residents can make an appointment or hold their place in line. Check locations online to
schedule an appointment and you will receive a call or text you when your turn is coming up. 

Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan) andFollow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan) and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services,
such as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll
see our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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