
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - March 5, 2020

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings

Youth Network - Tuesday, March 10, 8 a.m. - Community Center

Art Commission - Wednesday, March 11, 7 p.m. - Art House

Housing Commission - Wednesday, March 11, 6 p.m. - Allen Terrace

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In
Singh attorney Lawrence Kilgore (at podium)
stated that Singh is not responsible for paying
the assessed cost of $227,950 to repair and
maintain the lower level of the deck. Singh owns
and operates MainCentre and has entry gates
on the lower level of the parking deck for use by
apartment tenants.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall


City Council recap of March 2 meetingCity Council recap of March 2 meeting

Special Assessment for MainCentre parking deck – There was a public hearing regarding the City Manager’s
special report that recommends Singh pay for public improvements to the lower level of the two-story parking
deck at Center and Cady. Singh attorney Lawrence Kilgore said Singh bought parking credits of just under $1
million to be able to use the lower level of the deck and add gates so it could be used solely by residents. He
asserted that the City is responsible for all repairs and maintenance based on the original contract. Kilgore said
Singh does not intend to pay their assessed cost of $227,950 and, if necessary, will take it to the State Tax
Tribunal. He said Singh pays for the parking deck electrical bill, painting of the lower level, and janitorial services
for the bridge and elevator attached to the parking deck. 

City attorney Greg Need, who handles real estate matters, said the original agreement isn’t clear about future
maintenance, and an assessment of that property should be done. After no further discussion, City Council
moved to adopt a resolution of determination to direct the City assessor to prepare a special assessment roll for
the MainCentre Parking Deck Special Assessment District and hold a public hearing at the next City Council
meeting on March 16.

City Council extended the contract of current assessors, Assessment Administration Services, LLC, after
hearing about their diligence and good service as reported by Finance Director Sandi Wiktorowski. The contract
runs from Feb. 7, 2020 to June 30, 2023 in the amount of $174,040, an increase of 2 percent from the contract
that expired on Feb. 6. 

Finalization of Goals and Objectives – Council approved the final report on goals, objectives and project
priorities for 2020-2021.

Public comments – Dave Gutman, 901 Spring Dr., congratulated Council on adding sustainability to goals and
objectives and asked where he could find the report on the website after it was finalized. The City manager said
the goals and objectives report will be posted with updates in the government section of the website. Previously it
was in the City Council packet, which is posted on the website prior to the meeting.  

Council comments 
Mayor Brian Turnbull said he attended a meeting at the 35th District Court and learned that the City of Wayne
has inquired about joining that district court and leaving the 34th District Court. 

Council member Barbara Moroski-Browne asked whether a traffic study should be part of the goals and
objections. Council member Marilyn Price said it would be part of the Master Plan. Moroski-Browne said the
first information session for the Master Plan was very informative and drew a lot of people. She wants to see
even more people come to the session on March 24, especially given the popular topic of traffic and walkability
associated with new development. 

View video here. 

This home in Northville's Historic
District exemplifies the benefit of
having a front porch rather than an
attached, front-facing garage.
Photo by Liz Cezat

https://vimeo.com/395213188?utm_source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-cliptranscode-201504&utm_campaign=29220


Planning CommissionPlanning Commission
approves rear-garage,approves rear-garage,
front porch incentive;front porch incentive;
votes to table FARvotes to table FAR
At the March 3 Planning Commission
meeting, which was a public hearing, a
pair of zoning ordinances that impact
residential new construction and reconstruction had different outcomes. 

The commissioners voted in favor of the draft ordinance for the rear-garage, front porch incentive, which now
goes to City Council, but tabled the FAR draft ordinance on a 5-4 vote. 

The Floor Area Ratio (FAR) draft ordinance had been in the works for more than one year. It is intended to
establish a ratio of home square footage in relation to the lot size with the goal of minimizing the mass of a home.

Commissioners asked City Planner Sally Elmiger, of Carlisle Wortman and Associates, to return to a future
meeting with previous analysis of various FAR options along with updated average house sizes using recent
"new" home information, and propose a multi-tiered application of FAR for various lot sizes.

View draft language for the front porch/rear garage incentive here.         

Presidential Primary Election on March 10;Presidential Primary Election on March 10;
any voter can choose an Absent Voter Ballotany voter can choose an Absent Voter Ballot

Michigan will hold a closed Presidential Primary on
Tuesday, March 10. While there is no political party
registration requirement in Michigan election law, in this
specific election, registered voters will need to make
their ballot selection in writing before being issued a
ballot (whether voting at the polls or by Absent Voter
Ballot). Learn more about the Michigan Presidential
Primary Election on the State of Michigan website.

Absent Voter Ballot – All voters can now request to
vote by absentee ballot (AV) without stating a reason.
This expands a convenient voting process to many more

people. Absent Voter applications are available on the City’s website and at City Hall. Complete,
sign, and return your AV ballot application by mail, email or drop it off in person at the City
Clerk’s office (or use the 24-hour drop box in the vestibule). 

Important deadlines for registered voters when applying for an Absent Voter Ballot: 

Friday, March 6, by 5 p.m. – Deadline to request an AV Ballot to be mailed by first class
mail. 
Saturday, March 7 – City Clerk’s office will be open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. for in-person AV ballot
requests. Ballot may be voted at City Hall or taken home. 
Monday, March 9, by 4 p.m. – Deadline to request an AV Ballot in-person at the Clerk’s
Office. Ballot must be voted in person at City Hall. 

Voter Registration – Feb. 24 was the last day to register to vote in any manner other than in-
person at the City Clerk’s office. If you are not registered to vote in the City of Northville and want
to vote in the March 10 Presidential Primary Election, from now until 8 p.m. March 10, you must
register to vote in-person at the City Clerk’s office. You also need to provide current proof of
residency that includes your name and Northville residential address. Acceptable proof of
residency includes: Michigan Driver’s License, State-issued ID, U.S. Passport, or a current utility

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/building_and_planning/planning_commission/proposed_zoning_ordinance_amendments
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Voters_QA_MIPresPrim_pdf_674003_7.pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/CityClerk/Elections/March and Nov 2020 AV App.pdf


bill, bank statement, paycheck, government check or other government document.

Voters who use an Absent Voter (AV)Voters who use an Absent Voter (AV)
Ballot are encouraged to drop-off theirBallot are encouraged to drop-off their
ballots ballots 
For all voters who are voting by absent voter ballot, the City Clerk
recommends that you deliver your completed ballot to the Clerk’s
office in person or use the drop box in the City Hall vestibule
(open 24/7) to avoid any delays at the post office. Ballots must
be received by the clerk by 8 p.m. on Election Day. Postmarks
are not accepted. 

How to obtain a new ballot if your selected
candidate is no longer in the presidential primary

If you have already submitted your ballot and voted for a
candidate who is no longer running in the presidential primary,
you can spoil your ballot by submitting a signed written request to
the City Clerk.  The request must be received by 2 p.m., March 7
to have a new ballot mailed. An AV ballot may be spoiled in
person at the Clerk’s office until 4 p.m., March 9.  

Home Owners Associations and other neighborhood contactsHome Owners Associations and other neighborhood contacts
When you live in a small town like Northville, neighborhoods that are safe, friendly and
community-focused greatly enhance the quality of life. Several neighborhoods have homeowners
associations that collect dues from residents for social events, lighting, signage and holiday
decorations, among other things. They also have a formal method of communicating with their
members, typically via email.

The City maintains a partial list of Home Owners Associations (HOAs)  on our website to
provide an avenue of communication and connection to residents who live here. The list is
intended only for informational purposes among HOAs and others. The list is also open to non-
HOA neighborhoods that want to have a liaison between their neighborhood and the City. The list
is not to be used by direct marketers. 

Neighborhoods listed include:

Abbey Knoll
Beal Town
Cabbage Town
Lexington Commons
Lexington Condo Homeowners

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/community/neighborhoods/homeowners_association_list


Mountain View Condos
New Victorian Condominium Association
North Lexington Condo Homeowners
Northville Estates 
Pheasant Hills 

To add your name to the list or make a correction, please contact Liz Cezat, Communications
manager. 

Daylight Saving’s Time is Here – Test Your Smoke Detectors,Daylight Saving’s Time is Here – Test Your Smoke Detectors,
Change Your BatteriesChange Your Batteries
Daylight Savings Time arrives this Sunday, and in addition to making sure to “spring ahead” and set your clocks
one hour forward, it is a perfect time to check your smoke detectors to make sure they are in working order.

Most newer smoke detectors have a non-replaceable 10-year battery; when the 10 years are up, it’s time to
replace the smoke detector. Older detectors, with replaceable batteries, should have the batteries replaced at
least once a year.  

Fire Chief Steve Ott recommends, "Test your smoke detectors this weekend and replace detectors that are older
than 10 years old. You can check the date of manufacture on the back of the unit. If you have replaceable
batteries, it is time to change them out as well."

Maintaining working smoke detectors is one of the best things you can do to protect yourself and your
family. According to the National Fire Protection Association:

       • Three out of five home fire deaths result from fires in properties without working smoke alarms
       • More than one-third (38 percent) of home fire deaths result from fires in which no smoke alarms are
present
       • The risk of dying in a home fire is cut in half in homes with working smoke alarms.

Proposal AProposal A
Do you understand how Proposal A affects your property taxes? The
City Assessor has assembled this quick reference guide for
homeowners.

Census count coming in mid-MarchCensus count coming in mid-March
The 2020 Census will count everyone who lives in the U.S. as of April 1, 2020 (Census Day). It's
mandated by the U.S. Constitution in Article 1, Section 2: The U.S. has counted its population
every 10 years since 1790.

Watch for a mailed invitation in mid-March to take the census. You can reply online, by phone or
mail. More information will be posted in City News as that date draws nearer.

Census results help determine how billions of dollars in federal funding flow into states and
communities each year, and the count impacts the number of seats in Congress allocated to
each state. 

"The 2020 Census is your census, and its success depends on you. It’s a once-in-a-decade
chance to inform how billions of dollars in funding are allocated for critical public services like
hospitals and health care clinics, schools and education programs, roads and bridges, and
emergency response for the next 10 years," said Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham. 

When you respond to the census, your answers are kept anonymous. They are used only to
produce statistics. The U.S. Census Bureau is bound by law to protect your answers and keep
them strictly confidential. The law ensures that your private information is never published and
that your answers cannot be used against you by any government agency or court.

mailto:lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us?subject=HOA list on website-from City News
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/TaxandAssessing/Understanding Prop A 2020_Northville.pdf


For general information, visit the census website. 

Temporary jobs for the Census are availableTemporary jobs for the Census are available
The U.S. Census Bureau is actively recruiting to fill temporary positions to assist with the 2020
Census count. Job roles include census takers (majority of jobs), census field supervisors,
recruiting assistants, clerks, and office operations supervisors. You can apply for all of these
temporary jobs with just one application; the online process will guide you. The temporary jobs
will last for several weeks. 

Residents of Wayne County will be paid $21.50 to $24.50 per hour and can sign up at the Detroit
Area Office. The phone number is 313.202.6421.

For general information, visit the census website.

Events/Things to Do

https://www.census.gov
https://recruitment.2020census.gov/ats/careersite/census.aspx?site=1&c=census
https://www.census.gov


OverbookedOverbooked
March 5March 5
Community CenterCommunity Center
7 - 8 p.m.7 - 8 p.m.



Book: Why Smart Kids Worry and What
Parents Can Do to Help
by Allison Edwards

Join the Northville Youth Network's
book club for busy parents. The group
meets the first Tuesday of each month
from 7 – 8 p.m. at the Northville
Community Center, 303 W. Main
Street. Overbooked  is an opportunity
to meet monthly with other local
parents to discuss a specific book or
article that explores hot topics in
parenting and emotional well-being of
our kids. Come to all the discussions, or
come to only those that pique your
interest. Read the material in depth,
skim it, or take a look at the cover and
contents on Amazon. The objective is to
use the book to frame the discussion
with other parents who face the same
kind of parenting challenges you do. All
that is required is a willingness to learn,
as we discuss the main truths of the
book and find support and encouragement from other parents in our community. 

MAYBURY FARM Making Maple Syrup ToursMAYBURY FARM Making Maple Syrup Tours
Looking for something fun to do with the family? Ever wondered how delicious maple syrup gets
made? Well, look no further! Making Maple Syrup Tours at Maybury Farm begin with a tractor-
drawn wagon ride out to the Sugar Bush. Once you arrive, you will head into the woods where
you will learn about the maple tree, how to tap it, and then collect the sap. You may even get a
chance to taste the sap straight from the tree! The wagon will then take you back to the Sugar
Shack where you will watch and learn how the sap is converted into delicious maple syrup. You
will also have an opportunity to taste the finished syrup.

Before you start or once your tour is finished, you are invited to make S’mores and warm up by
the bonfire or head inside Maybury Farm’s General Store where hot drinks and snacks are
available to enjoy next to the toasty wood stove. Batter Up Waffle Company will be on-site so you
can purchase a tasty waffle topped with Maple Syrup sold here on the farm. Maybury Farm will
be selling Pure Michigan Maple Syrup along with other maple products. Take home one of our
free cooking with maple syrup recipes for you to make with your maple syrup at home. This is a
fun and educational experience for all ages and a great farm tour to enjoy with your family!

Tours are every Saturday and Sunday from March 7-29. The farm opens at noon with the first
tour starting at 1 p.m. and continuing at 1:30, 2, 2:30, 3, 3:30, 4 and 4:30.

This event is popular each year and space is limited so arrive early to reserve your spot. To
schedule a private Maple Syrup Tour for groups of 15 or more, call 248-374-0200.
Maybury Farm is located at 50165 Eight Mile Road in Northville. The cost for Maple Syrup Tours
is $8 per person and children under 2 are free. Visit www.mayburyfarm.org to learn more.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mayburyfarm.org&c=E,1,C-LfasAxODLXxTlv0GpG1utExDjjzZ25bhSZ8iO12hypxV4Zo0LkO_CSnHSOkEwq0Bu-hIOAEMk_wRBfhpGE8mbiu6cP3bVKkvuZ_PQ-8EThVfSqYlA,&typo=1






Around Town

ParkingParking
Did you know it is illegal to park on City Streets between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. without a permit? If
you are having visitors or work done on your driveway and must park in the street overnight, call
our Overnight Parking hotline at 248-305-2790 by 2 a.m. with the license plate number and street
location of the vehicle to avoid a parking ticket.

At Home

How to read your Neptune water meterHow to read your Neptune water meter



The new Neptune water meters have been installed in more than 60 percent of homes slated for
replacement as of mid-February. Residents in those households can access instructions on the
City website about how to read their water meter. 

Keeping track of the volume of water registered on the meter on a regular basis can help
residents detect spikes in usage and potential water leaks. This information can help
homeowners make adjustments to their water usage through actions such as switching to low-
flush toilets and promptly repairing leaks. 

If you haven't yet scheduled an appointment for a new water meter installation, visit the City
website to learn how.

Yard signsYard signs
Please be advised that signs cannot be placed in the right-of-way. Signs must be placed on your
property, behind the sidewalk, or will be subject to removal. If you have any questions, please call
the Building Department at 248-449-9902.

Sewage backupsSewage backups
Most homeowner’s insurance will not cover sewage backups, but insurance can often be
obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option. Also, consider having
a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help minimize the risk of backups and
related damage. 

In 2001, the State of Michigan adopted Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer backup
legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable for sewer backups, and
established a process to seek compensation when a backup occurs.

Persons making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the public sewer
had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental agency knew, or in the
exercise of reasonable diligence, should have known about the defect, and that the
governmental agency, having the legal authority to do so, failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system, you
must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after the overflow or backup is
discovered. Notice should be mailed to the City of Northville, Attn: City Clerk, 215 W. Main
Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167. Claim forms may be obtained by calling the City of Northville
Department of Public Works at 248-449-9930.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1. Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
2. List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items. Reimbursement for
the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that was
damaged due to the sewer backup.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PublicWorksDept/WaterSewer/WaterMeterSelfReading.pdf
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/public_works_dept____d_p_w_/water_and_sewer/water_meter_replacement_program


Seniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART buses  Seniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART buses   

Northville residents who are 60 years and older as well as those with a documented disability
can arrange for bus transportation to and from doctors’ appointments, the grocery store and
other outings. The service is available Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There’s an 8-mile
radius for medical transportation to doctors’ offices and medical facilities, and a 4-mile radius for
other trips.

Curb-to-curb bus service is provided by the Northville Community Senior Transportation Service,
with funding from SMART, The Senior Alliance, St. Mary Mercy Livonia, Northville Township and
the City of Northville. 
 
Fares are charged as one-way trips, ranging from $1 to $4 each way. Reservations must be
made at least two business days in advance by calling the Transportation coordinator at 248-
449-9934 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Punch cards are available in $20, $30 and $40 increments,
purchased in advance. 

Doing Business

Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory is availableHistoric Resource Council 2019 Directory is available

The Historic Resource Council 2019 Directory lists architects, contractors, suppliers and others
who specialize in historic preservation, rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and



houses. This directory will interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic
buildings and others who own property or are involved in the City’s Historic District. The book can
be viewed online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network’s website.

Sign up for automatic tax bill paymentSign up for automatic tax bill payment
Take advantage of automatic tax bill payment. Residents and businesses may now pay their tax
bills automatically by clicking here and completing the online form .
Enroll in the program and your summer tax bill will be paid on August 31st. For the winter tax bill
you designate the date of payment as either December 31st or February 14th. By taking
advantage of this program, your taxes will always be paid on time whether you are sick or out of
town. Added benefits are no checks to write, no need to wonder if the check was received in time
to avoid penalty and no trips to City Hall.
Participants in automatic bill payment of property taxes receive their tax bill in the mail on July
1st and December 1st with a letter confirming when the withdrawal will be made from their
account. PLEASE NOTE: This is a year-round program. Electronic Funds Payment is not
available for only the summer tax or only the winter tax bill.

Tax & Assessing data lookupTax & Assessing data lookup
You may retrieve tax and assessing data from the convenience of your home 24/7 by visiting
the City of Northville's website. 

If you have any questions, call the Tax & Assessing Office at 248-449-9901.

Accountability & TransparencyAccountability & Transparency
To meet the requirements for Accountability & Transparency under City, Village, and Township
Revenue Sharing/County Incentive Program (CVTRS/CIP), the City of Northville must certify to
the Michigan Department of Treasury by December 1, 2015, they have produced and made
readily available to the public:

1. A Citizen's Guide of its most recent local finances, including recognition of its unfunded
liabilities

2. A Performance Dashboard
3. A Debt Service Report containing a detailed listing of its debt service requirements,

including, at a minimum, the issuance date, issuance amount, type of debt instrument, a
listing of all revenues pledged to finance debt service by debt instrument, and a listing of
the annual payment amounts until maturity

4. A Projected Budget Report of revenues and expenditures including, at a minimum, the
current fiscal year and a projection for the immediately following year and an explanation
of the assumptions used for the projections

The above documents may be found by visiting the City website.

Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan) andFollow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan) and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services,
such as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll
see our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,

http://www.mhpn.org
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=14809135
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/tax_and_assessing
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/finance/open_government
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity
https://tinyurl.com/tld3opr


please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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