
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Feb. 4, 2021

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

All meetings listed will be held via video conference in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.
Members of the public body and members of the public participating electronically will be
considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the meeting.

Youth Network - Tuesday, Feb. 9, 8 a.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82070322018 Meeting ID: 820 7032 2018

Housing Commission - Wednesday, Feb. 10, 6 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88615902979 US: +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592
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Webinar ID: 886 1590 2979

Sustainability Committee - Wednesday, Feb. 10, 3 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81089863271 US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656
Webinar ID: 810 8986 3271

Farmer's Market Task Force - Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m. Link will be posted when available
at: https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?portalid=11895963&pageid=17139350

Ford Field Task Force - Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89233415079 +1 646 558 8656 Meeting ID: 892 3341 5079

Anyone needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-
449-9905. More information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In
City Council recap of Feb. 1, 2021 meetingCity Council recap of Feb. 1, 2021 meeting
 
Water flow rates reset in GLWA contract – City Council agreed to
an amended contract between the City and Great Lakes Water
Authority (GLWA) that restores the water flow rate to a maximum
daily hourly rate of 1.65 million gallons per day. Being able to reset
the flow rate is the result of a concerted effort by City officials and
consumers to actively find ways to reduce peak flow rates,
especially during hot weather.

The reset amounts are: a maximum daily amount of 1.55 million
gallons and a not-to-exceed hourly flow rate of more than 1.65
million gallons per day (MGD). (This means the flow can fluctuate
during the day but must be at or under 1.55 million gallons per day.)
In 2018, the City’s peak hour value was increased to 2.02 MGD,
which resulted in an increase in the wholesale price of water by approximately $110,000 in 2019
and 2020. While the reduction in MGD won’t automatically decrease water prices charged to
customers, it will provide some emergency funds in the City’s water budget. GLWA hasn’t yet set
new rates for the year – that occurs in the spring.

Allen Terrace residents will benefit from new block grant agreement  – City Council
approved the 2021- 2024 Urban County Cooperative Agreement for the Federal Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program between the City of Northville and Wayne County.
The new agreement allows the City to continue to apply for Wayne County CDBG funds -
approximately $20,000 annually. Funds are used at Allen Terrace, which is home to a segment
of low-income seniors. 

Downtown street closures extended – The Social District Street Closure plan will remain in
place for another year, through April 30, 2022, following approval by City Council. The motion
also extends the DDA’s Special Event application, which was set to expire on March 1, 2020
along with the Michigan Liquor Control Commission’s Temporary Expanded Outdoor Dining
permits. The extension of the permits will allow the DDA and City a year to determine how
behavior changes when the pandemic subsides and provide additional information on the
financial support needed to maintain an expanded Social District in the future.

Three members of the audience commented on the Social District agenda item.
Lenore Lewandowski, of 119 Randolph, said she supports the street closures but thinks one year
is a long time to close those streets. She asked Council to review the street closures again in six
months. She is concerned about traffic flow once the pandemic eases and people are driving
regularly.

Kathy Ruble, of 221 N. Rogers, said she is happy that merchants have created a nice place for
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people to go downtown to eat outdoors and shop. She noted, “My family loves what this city has
done.” She considers it an investment and would like to see the street closures become
permanent if the one-year extension works out.

Ross Dore, of 409 Larry, likes the Social District but said the music is too loud if you are eating
dinner. (DDA Director Lori Ward said she would look into that with the business owners, who are
currently providing the background music.)

Council comments:

Mayor Brian Turnbull says he sees the light at the end of the tunnel now that vaccinations are
starting to become more widely available (to designated individuals).

View the video here.

Results being tallied on SurveyResults being tallied on Survey
#2#2
Thanks to all who participated in the Planning
Commission's second survey for the Master
Plan update of the Cady St., Racetrack and
S. Center St. subareas. Carlisle Wortman
Associates will consolidate the responses and
present results to the Public Engagement
Subcommittee and Planning Commission,
which will also analyze the findings.

The public will learn more about the survey
results and findings at a future Planning Commission meeting. The survey outcome will help
guide the Master Plan description for development of the three subareas – well-positioned
sections of land that play a big role in the City’s vitality, prosperity and connected community. 

Photo: A view of the land that will be developed along with the Northville Downs racetrack property in coming
years. Photo by Liz Cezat.        

Notice of Public Hearing for Oakland CountyNotice of Public Hearing for Oakland County
Community Development Block Grant Funds PY2021Community Development Block Grant Funds PY2021
 
Notice is hereby given that the Northville City Council will hold a public hearing on Feb. 16, 2021
at 7 p.m. to hear public comments on the use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds for the CDBG Program Year 2021 application, in the approximate amount of $7,000, to
fund eligible projects.

All interested citizens are requested to attend the public hearing, which will be held via video
conference due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in compliance with the Open Meeting s Act. See
the City website for the public meeting notice being held on
Zoom: https://tinyurl.com/y6hnxcmk

Written comments pertaining to the use of the CDBG funds for the Program Year 2021
application must be submitted by 4 p.m., Feb. 16, 2021, to Tracey Emmanuel, Housing Director
401-A High Street, Northville, MI 48167, or emailed to temmanuel@ci.northville.mi.us.

Winter tax bills coming dueWinter tax bills coming due
Winter 2020 tax bills are due Feb. 16, 2021 by
4:30 p.m. On Feb. 17, 2021, a 3% penalty will be
added. The City does not accept postmarks.
Because mail delivery has been slow, the City
recommends using the drop box at City Hall

https://vimeo.com/507562296
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mailto:temmanuel@ci.northville.mi.us


(circular drive and vestibule) rather than mailing
your payment. If you haven’t yet received your
winter tax bill, contact the Tax and Assessing
Dept. at 248-449-9901 or
tax@ci.northville.mi.us.

Photo by Tima Miroshnichenko from Pexels

City Hall is open byCity Hall is open by
appointment onlyappointment only
City Hall remains open by appointment only.
Please use the drop box at the circular drive and
in the vestibule for any payments (including winter
taxes) or for business that can’t be done online.
For winter taxes, your cancelled check serves as
your receipt. 

Do not include cash when making payments. If
you must pay by cash, please schedule an appointment.

Most staff will be working remotely. There will be some staff in the office during regular business
hours to fulfill requests made by appointment, such as providing documents, accepting cash
payments, and offering other services that can’t be done online or through the drop box.

The switch to being open by appointment only came during an increase in COVID-19 cases
regionally and statewide. City Hall will reopen when it is safe to do so, based on State Health
Dept. guidelines and the pandemic's impact on the Northville community.

Visit our COVID-19 page for news and updates  about City services. If you have questions
about City services, please call the City manager at 248-449-9905 or send an email
to info@ci.northville.mi.us. The main number is 248-349-1300. For department emails, please
view the directory. 

Follow us on twitter and Facebook for more immediate updates. Emergency notifications from
Nixle will also be posted to Facebook. To sign up for this free service, visit the Nixle website.

Northvillians and Friends, Northvillians and Friends,                               
                                                                                                                                 
In our community and across the nation, vaccinations are on everyone’s minds this week s o let
me share the latest information on this. Over 50 million vaccination vials have been sent to the
various states now. After the actions taken in Washington, D.C. and at the State level on
production, logistics and procedures, I am confident there will soon be substantial increases in
available vaccine vials for citizens in our area. 

The two major vaccination sites in Western Wayne County are both in the Northville area – at
Schoolcraft College and at Meijer on 8 Mile and Haggerty:

• The Schoolcraft facility is still administering vaccinations to first responders and medical
personnel, then it will transition to teachers and finally the general public. Also, Wayne County is
making plans for mobile vaccination units.

• The Meijer store is accepting vaccination scheduling depending on your age and
circumstances. You can call, go online or stop at their pharmacy to schedule an appointment.
They have 20 stations set up and are receiving doses daily.
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• You can also check with your health care provider (U of M, St. Joseph Mercy, Beaumont,
Ascension Providence, etc.). Many health care networks have vaccinated 50,000 or more
citizens. Medical networks are reaching out to those in their database this week (those who
qualify) for vaccination appointments. 

The daily inoculation goal still stands at 50,000 in Michigan and 1 million nationally.
In this week’s letter, I’ll highlight a gateway area that has welcomed visitors for over 100 years –
the only remaining horse track in the State with live races: Northville Downs.

Read the entire letter here or view it on the City website.

Keep that Northville Faith! 
Stay #NorthvilleStrong!

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, City of Northville

Property assessments are in the worksProperty assessments are in the works
It’s the time of year when property assessments are
calculated by the City’s Tax and Assessing Department.
Owners of homes, rental properties, buildings and land will
receive a notice of assessment in the mail around mid-
February. The good news is that the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) calculated by the State of Michigan is lower than in
recent years, which helps contain increases in property

taxes.

The City assessor’s office visits properties (buildings and land) to verify factors such as size and
condition, and take note of new structures such as homes, decks, patios and garages. Annually,
the assessor conducts a field visit of 20% of the parcels in each property class to ensure that all
properties are viewed over a five-year period.

A property’s status is determined as of Dec. 31 (Tax Day). The assessor determines the State
Equalized Value (SEV), which is 50% of true cash value, for every property based on sales data
from real estate transactions within the City. Additionally, each property has a Capped Value
(CV), which is calculated by multiplying the prior year’s Taxable Value (TV), with adjustments for
additions and losses, by the CPI (1.014% for 2021).

Taxable Value is defined as the lower of either the SEV or CV. The amount of property tax
cannot increase by more than 5%, due to Proposal A (Headlee Amendment). However, a
transfer of ownership allows for a larger increase in the property tax assessment.

The City uses data from Oakland County and Wayne County when calculating assessments.
Market conditions are based on the 24-month sales period from April 1, 2018 to March 31,
2020. 
The City of Northville has a local Board of Review that reviews the assessment roll and hears
appeals. If you plan to challenge the assessment, you will need to file an appeal with the Board
of Review. Information about how to conduct an appeal will be on the assessment notice.
To learn more about Proposal A and value calculations, please review this flier on the City
website. If you have any questions, email melrod@ci.northville.mi.us or call 248-305-2704.
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Let the winter sports fun beginLet the winter sports fun begin

Northville Parks and Recreation has re-opened certain programs
while adhering to the State’s Covid-19 guidelines. Check out the
February 2021 Activity Guide for a list of upcoming programs.
There is also discounted tickets to Mt. Brighton on Thursday
evenings if you sign up through the Parks and Recreation
Department. To register, visit their website.

Area seniors being sought forArea seniors being sought for
intergenerational outreachintergenerational outreach
 
Getting a personal card in the mail provides a big boost to
personal happiness. Imagine the joy that will be spread to
dozens of senior citizens when they open their mail and find
a personal note from a school-age correspondent.

NYN Youth Action Board is developing a Pen Pal program
between Northville youth and area senior citizens to help alleviate the feelings of isolation that
many are experiencing due to the pandemic. Pen Pals will exchange cards, letters or emails with
each other to foster connections and brighten each other’s days.

Up to 90 students are participating from NPS middle schools and Northville High School. One
teacher at Amerman has the entire class signed up, noted Amy Prevo, NYN director. Two adults
from the NYN Action Board are working with a lead student volunteer to organize the young
participants.

A Zoom conference call will be held later in February for student volunteers to provide guidelines
for engagement with seniors. Each individual will cover the cost of their own materials (paper,
stamps, envelopes) but if help is needed, contact NYN.

Currently, the program is reaching out to area seniors to encourage registration for this free
service. Activity directors at local assisted living centers and nursing homes have been
contacted. It’s harder to reach people who are living independently. If you know of an area
senior (Northville and surrounding communities) who would be interested, let them know about
the program.

Northville youth and senior citizens who would like to participate in the Pen Pal program can sign
up here. If you have any questions or need assistance in signing up, call NYN at 248-344-1618
or email northvilleyab@gmail.com.

A similar program was conducted last spring by Northville Senior Services when COVID-19
struck. That program paired volunteers of any age with seniors who requested a “wellness”
phone call – typically once a week. Approximately 13 people volunteered to make calls, two of
whom are still making calls. There are 20 people on the call list currently, said Mark Gasche,
director of Northville Parks and Recreation Program.

Things to do o do
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Heat in the Street makesHeat in the Street makes
downtown the place to be ondowntown the place to be on
weekendsweekends
 



The “Heat in the Street” event is in full swing with
vendor stands and eating pods to expand the
restaurant scene and create a European-style
outdoor bistro area.

The stands are typically open Friday, 4-9 p.m.,
Saturday, 12-9 p.m. and Sunday, 12-6 p.m. in
Town Square.

Several restaurants have erected structures
outside their buildings to continue serving
patrons while abiding by State mandates that
closed indoor dining due to a spike in COVID-19
cases. For a full list of restaurants, visit the DDA website.

About the photo: Los Tres Amigos is one of several restaurants in Downtown Northville that is
part of the Social District. Many restaurants have outdoor heated dining. Photo by Liz Cezat.

Doing Business

Are you missing money and don’t know where to look?Are you missing money and don’t know where to look?
Sometimes you dig into your couch cushions to find loose change but there could be even bigger
cash being held in your name by the State Treasury Department, which is the custodian of
millions of dollars in lost or forgotten assets. Dormant bank accounts, uncashed checks,
valuables left in safe deposit boxes and stock certificates are among the funds that are turned
over to the State until the owner claims them. A State website lists all the unclaimed property for
both businesses and individuals. It only takes a minute to check the website and see if some
misplaced funds are legally yours. View the website: https://unclaimedproperty.michigan.gov/

Secretary of State new procedures Secretary of State new procedures 
To protect staff and public health, offices will only provide services by appointment, and only
offer critical services that cannot be completed online, by mail or at a self-service
station. Advance appointments become available six months ahead of time. Next-day
appointments become available for booking the previous weekday at 8 a.m. and noon. Many
transactions can be completed from home by mail or using online services.

Around Town

Seniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART busesSeniors and disabled ride at low rates on SMART buses
Northville residents who are 60 years and older as well as those with a documented disability
can arrange for bus transportation to and from doctors’ appointments, the grocery store and
other outings. The service is available Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There’s an 8-mile
radius for medical transportation to doctors’ offices and medical facilities, and a 4-mile radius for
other trips.

Curb-to-curb bus service is provided by the Northville Community Senior Transportation Service,
with funding from SMART, The Senior Alliance, St. Mary Mercy Livonia, Northville Township and
the City of Northville. 
 
Fares are charged as one-way trips, ranging from $1 to $4 each way. Reservations must be
made at least two business days in advance by calling the Transportation coordinator at 248-
449-9934 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Punch cards are available in $20, $30 and $40 increments,
purchased in advance.

Need to charge your electric vehicle?Need to charge your electric vehicle?
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There are two EV chargers located in the N. Wing, W. Main surface parking lot. Fueling up on
electricity is free for now.

HHistoric Resource Council Directory helps owners maintain historicistoric Resource Council Directory helps owners maintain historic
homes and buildingshomes and buildings
The Historic Resource Council Directory lists architects, contractors, suppliers and others who
specialize in historic preservation, rehabilitation and adaptation of historic structures and houses.
This directory will interest residents of historic homes, owners of businesses in historic buildings
and others who own property or are involved in the City’s Historic District. The book can be
viewed online at Michigan Historic Preservation Network’s website. (see the resource page).

Dog parks welcome new membersDog parks welcome new members
Dog owners who want their dogs to run off leash can register for one or two dog parks operated
by Northville Parks and Recreation Dept. The Cady Street Dog Park – located behind the
Northville Art House – is .7 acres and the Marv Gans Community Park – at Beck Road, north of
Six Mile – is four acres. See more on the Parks and Recreation website.

At Home

Safely dispose of expired or unused medicinal drugs Safely dispose of expired or unused medicinal drugs 
If you need to dispose of unused, unwanted or expired medications, take them to the permanent,
secure drop box located inside the lobby at the Northville Township Police Department, 41600
Six Mile Road. Proper disposal of medications helps prevent potential misuse by people who
may be tempted to take drugs without a prescription or steal them for street sale. It also helps
protect the environment by keeping drugs out of our rivers, streams, lakes and landfills. Pets and
wildlife can also be adversely impacted by ingesting human medicine that’s not disposed of
properly. Pharmacists are not allowed to take drugs back once they are dispensed. Drugs can be
dropped off 24/7 and no paperwork is required.

Sewer back upSewer back up
 
An individual making a claim for property damage or physical injury due to sewerage backup on
their property must prove that the public sewer had a defect. Further, they must prove that the
City of Northville knew or should have known about the defect, in the exercise of reasonable
diligence, and failed to take timely action to repair or remedy the defect.
These steps are outlined in the State of Michigan’s Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer
backup legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable, and provides a process to
seek compensation when a backup occurs.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system and
seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after
the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms may be obtained online, by calling DPW at
248-449-9930 or inquiring at the front desk of City Hall.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1.  Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
2.   List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the age of your items. Reimbursement for
the actual cash value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   If possible, bring pictures of items damaged during the storm water or sewer back-up.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.
 
Most homeowner’s insurance does not cover sewage backups but insurance often can be
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obtained as an added item. Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow
preventer - to reduce the risk of backups and related damage.

Secure box gives access to your home during emergenciesSecure box gives access to your home during emergencies
For older and disabled people who live alone or are frequently alone in their homes, there are
times when you just can’t answer the door in an emergency situation. A Knox Box can provide
ready access to your home by first responders in the event of a stroke, heart attack, drug
overdose, or other emergency. People of any age can also benefit from such a box in the event
of a fire – allowing firefighters to enter your home without breaking windows.

The Knox Box is a small secure box installed near an entrance that contains a key to the home
and can only be unlocked by firefighters, EMS or police with a master key.

The Fire Dept. will install the Knox Box at no charge, but there is a refundable $175 deposit,
which is returned when you move or no longer need the box. The homeowner places a house
key inside the box; if you change locks, make sure you also change the key inside the box.
Typically a Knox Box remains at a home for years.

Don’t flush wipes Don’t flush wipes 
 
Remember to put personal wipes and baby wipes in the trash, do not flush them down the toilet
even if the package says they are flushable. While wipes may be branded as "flushable," they
create problems in the sewer lines due to the vast quantity being flushed. Plus, the wipes can
become entangled in sewer parts and bind together with other wipes and any grease that’s in the
sewer. Fats as well as wipes should be thrown away not flushed away.



Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such
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as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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