
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Oct. 3, 2019

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings
City Council - Monday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall
Beautification Commission - Monday, Oct. 7, 8:30 a.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall
Youth Assistance - Tuesday,Oct. 8, 8 a.m. - Community Center
Housing Commission - Wednesday, Oct. 9, 6 p.m. - Allen Terrace
Arts Commission - Wednesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m. - Art House

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

This Just In
Learn & Explore at FireLearn & Explore at Fire
Station Open HouseStation Open House
The NCFD will host a week-long open
house at Fire Station #1, 215 W. Main,

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall


Northville, in recognition of Fire
Prevention Week. The Northville event
runs Oct. 7 – 11  from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
During the event, children and their
families can tour the Fire House, view a
fire engine, and see demonstrations of
simulated smoke and simulated fire.
Educational information will be conveyed
with materials and fun projects. 

On Oct. 9, the Fire Dept. will conduct its
annual “Great Escape” program in which
area school children and their families
practice their home escape plan in case
of fire. The test will begin when the Fire Dept. activates the siren at 6 p.m. on Oct. 9 to remind
families to begin practicing their plan. Afterwards, they are invited to come to Fire Station #1 to
review their plan with a firefighter, learn more about fire safety, and enter a drawing for a
chance to win “Lunch with the Firefighters.”

If you have any questions about the home escape plan or the Oct. 9 event at the Fire Station,
please contact the Fire Dept. at 248-449-9920 or by email: Chief Steve
Ott: sott@ci.northville.mi.us or Aaron O’Donnell at aodonnell@ci.northville.mi.us.

Christy MattsonChristy Mattson
headsheads
Northville Northville SeniorSenior
ServicesServices
Working with senior citizens
has always been a passion
for Christy Mattson, the new
Senior Services supervisor
for the Northville Parks and
Recreation Dept., which
serves both the City and
Township. Her first job after
earning a B.S. in
Therapeutic Recreation
from Michigan State
University involved attending to seniors with Alzheimer’s Disease at an adult day care run by
the Alzheimer’s Association in Kentucky. 

She began her new position on Aug. 19, filling the role of  Pam Cameron, who took a recreation
job at a senior living center in Novi. Mattson previously worked in a similar senior services
position with her current boss, Parks and Recreation Director Mark Gasche, at Pittsfield
Township near Ann Arbor. Early in her career, she worked in Senior Services for the City of
Sterling Heights, and has also worked with children and adults with disabilities.

“I studied geriatrics in college,” Mattson said. “Seniors are my favorite population to work with. I
had a lot of older relatives in my life at a young age and they made an impression on me with
all of the history that they have.”  

She plans to continue running the senior program for the enjoyment and enrichment of
seniors. Many event attendees say that Northville has one of the best programs around. Not
only will she continue to bring in programs that delight seniors, she wants to grow the travel
portion. That means building on local trips to area attractions for now with more ambitious plans
for the future. Northville Senior Services currently offers many local day trips, but she and her
team are ready to expand the department’s offerings by adding overnight trips. 

Recently, a group of 50 Northville residents and area seniors took a beautiful four-day trip to
Mackinac Island, via chartered bus. The trip was managed by mParks, but Mattson and her

mailto:sott@ci.northville.mi.us
mailto:aodonnell@ci.northville.mi.us


staff handled many of the details. She is aided in events planning by skilled and enthusiastic
staffers Erin Dobson, transportation coordinator, and Karlee Hamilton, recreation coordinator.

Mattson will work closely with the Northville Senior Advisory Commission to continue
providing curb-to-curb transportation services, and work on existing and new programming that
meets the social needs of seniors – helping them connect with the community and make new
friends. She and the Commission receive grants from SMART, the Senior Alliance, and St.
Mary’s Mercy Livonia in support of the transportation program and will seek new grants as
programs develop. 

Senior Services has the backing of area businesses, which often sponsor events. This keeps
the cost of admission affordable and brings entertainment, special event meals, and other
benefits to seniors. 

Some upcoming events at the Community Center – the home of Senior Services – are a Big
Band concert with Matt Walch on Oct. 17, a Halloween costume contest, a Thanksgiving
luncheon, and a holiday luncheon in December. For details on these programs and more, read
the Inspire magazine , which is online with printed copies at the Community Center. Flu shots
will be offered on Oct. 8 for a cost of $33 or free, if covered by Medicare or insurance.

Even in an active group, dementia – an illness of an aging population – can be present. While
tending to seniors with Alzheimer’s, Mattson has learned to meet them where they are and not
correct any mistaken beliefs about their current situation. For example, if a senior says that
she’s waiting for her husband to come home and she’s been widowed for more than a decade,
Mattson would accept that’s the reality of the woman with Alzheimer’s rather than dispute it. 

It’s called “the best friend” approach. Rather than viewing your relationship with an individual
with Alzheimer’s as a vigilant son, daughter, or caregiver, you want to soften the focus to simply
be their friend, without judgement. She says her mentor in that approach was former colleague
Virginia Bell, who wrote a book with David Troxel called, “The Best Friends Approach to
Alzheimer’s Care.”

“You let go of them being your mom or dad. Just be their friend. You live with them (mentally)
where they are. That disease is different for every individual,” Mattson said. 

Mattson lives in Canton with her husband Tom; they have two children in college: Allison, 18, at
Michigan State University, and Alex, 21, who is studying biochemistry at Ferris State and plans
to  become a patent lawyer.

While raising her children, she took a break from working with seniors to work part-time at
Hoben Elementary for Plymouth Canton Schools , and help a friend operate and transition a
jewelry store to a new owner in Canton. 

Please welcome Mattson to the Northville community. 

Sgt. Ken Delano prepares for patrol wearing a
bulletproof vest. New fabric used in addition to
the Kelvar portion of the vest makes it lighter-
weight and more comfortable. Photo by Liz
Cezat.

Police Dept. receives grant to help pay for new bulletproof vestsPolice Dept. receives grant to help pay for new bulletproof vests

The Northville Police Department has been awarded a grant for $1,771 from the Bureau of

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=13520638
http://parks.hosted.civiclive.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11949598&pageId=13291378


Justice Assistance for new bulletproof vests. The grant, given as part of the Bulletproof Vest
Partnership, will cover the cost of half the purchase price of a vest that’s compliant with the
National Institute of Justice (NIJ). The grant covers purchases for new, damaged and expired
vests (5-year lifespan) from April 1, 2019 to Aug. 31, 2021. It’s mandatory for officers on the
Northville Police Force to wear bulletproof vests. 

“The safety of our officers is extremely important,” said Police Chief Alan Maciag. “If you’re
wearing a vest, studies have shown that it triples the likelihood that an officer will survive a shot
fired to the chest area.”  

Road construction updateRoad construction update
Several streets are under construction as part of the City’s 2019 Local Street Rehabilitation
Project. Current work is being done on 3.4 lane miles at a cost of $1 million. The work is
expected to be completed around Thanksgiving. This roadwork is raising road quality. The
PASER rating was 4.57 in mid-2019; it will increase to 5.22 after the fall work is completed. 

If you have any questions or require special accommodations, please contact the City’s
engineering consultants, Fleis & VandenBrink’s onsite representative at 586-899-7015 or their
office at 248-536-1997. The consultants have also set up a website portal that provides maps
and road construction updates and allows residents to post questions and comments. The
City’s website will post updates as the project advances.

We understand construction may interfere with residents' daily activities, and we will do our best
to ensure as little down time and inconvenience as possible. We appreciate your cooperation
and patience during these street construction projects.

The parking lot for the dog park
and Art House remain open
during reconstruction of Cady
from Wing to the front of the
Art House. Photo by Liz Cezat.

  Signs can’t be placed in the public right-of-waySigns can’t be placed in the public right-of-way
Placing signs in the right of way on public property is prohibited under Article 21 of the City’s
zoning ordinance. These signs include political, for sale and open house signs, among others.
If City officials observe signs placed in violation of the ordinance, they will be removed and
taken to the Northville Department of Public Works. Persons needing to retrieve a sign or those
with questions regarding the ordinance may contact the Police Department at 248-349-1234. A
copy of the zoning ordinance can be found here . 

Still time to comment on newStill time to comment on new
Post Office locationPost Office location
The public has until the end of the day (Oct. 3) to provide
input into the new location of the Northville Post Office.

https://www.fveng.com/client-projects/city-of-northville-2019-local-roads-program/
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=13537378


The United States Postal Service (USPS) said it is seeking
to expand in size and looking at available land. Postal
Service representatives held a public hearing at the Sept. 3
City Council meeting and asked for pubic input. See the
video here. 

Since the early 2000s, it has been a stated goal of the City
Council to retain the Post Office within the Central Business
District as it generates hundreds of trips a day to Downtown
Northville. Past City Councils purchased land adjacent to the current site to accommodate
future Post Office expansion. The City has no plans to relocate either the Art House or the Dog
Park in order to facilitate Post Office expansion.

USPS is seeking to construct a 15,485 square-foot post office on a parcel of approximately 2.3
acres. In response to the inquiry from USPS, City Manager Pat Sullivan provided information on
the City-owned property adjacent to the current Post Office; the Foundry Flask Site on East
Cady; and the old MacDonald Ford site on Seven Mile. These locations, along with others
suggested by the public, will be considered by USPS when making a decision on the Post Office
location. The lease for the current building at 200 S. Wing Street expires Nov. 30, 2022. 
 
The City was first notified of the USPS’s interest in a new location in this letter to the mayor.
View the Q and A sheet presented by the USPS at the public hearing, which also contains the
mailing address for public input. Emailed comments can be directed to vee.a.spikes@usps.gov
by Oct. 3, 2019.

Cady Street parking deck repairsCady Street parking deck repairs

Ram Construction is making repairs to the Cady Street
parking deck, which will be closed through October. Allow
time to find an alternate place to park if you are attending
the Skeletons are Alive  event at Town Square.

New Rights of Michigan VotersNew Rights of Michigan Voters
Absent Voter Ballot Information – All voters can now
request to vote by absentee ballot (AV) without stating a
reason, following the passage of Proposal 3 in November
2018. This expands a convenient voting process to many
more people.

Absent voter ballot applications are available at City Hall,
online at the City’s website  or Michigan.gov/Vote .
Complete, sign, and return your AV ballot application by mail,
email or dropping it off in person at the City Clerk’s office (or
use the 24-hour drop box in the vestibule). Your ballot will be
mailed to you.

Voter Registration – From now through Oct. 21, you can register to vote at any Secretary of
State branch office, Northville City Clerk’s office, a designated State agency, or by U.S. Mail. No
residency verification is required. The photo ID requirement is in effect for in-person
registration. 
Watch City News for an update on how voter registration is handled from Oct. 22 through
Election Day, Nov. 5.  

Get to Know the CandidatesGet to Know the Candidates

https://vimeo.com/358153302
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a785b81301/39313935-cdc1-448a-b69f-a3cb2927b26a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a785b81301/32fc3985-6b63-4fa2-a795-3c30d3d5ad72.pdf
https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/skeletons_are_alive_2015.asp
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us


View these videos of the candidates for mayor and City Council at the forum hosted by the
League of Women Voters of Northwest Wayne County.

Candidate’s forum for City of Northville mayor .

Mayor Ken Roth
Brian Turnbull
 
Candidate’s forum for Northville City Council. 
 
Joseph Corriveau
Barbara A. Moroski-Browne
Council Member Marilyn Price

Events/Things to Do

Farmers' Market heads into fall seasonFarmers' Market heads into fall season
Every Thursday through Oct. 31Every Thursday through Oct. 31
Corner of Sheldon and 7 Mile (across from Northv ille Downs)Corner of Sheldon and 7 Mile (across from Northv ille Downs)
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (8 a.m. - 2 p.m. on 10/31)8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (8 a.m. - 2 p.m. on 10/31)

Visit the Farmers' Market and you'll find produce and flowers from Michigan
farms, along with food products and crafts. Sponsored by the Northville Chamber of Commerce,
the seasonal market is a much anticipated weekly event for the community and visitors. Gather
your shopping bags and spend some quality time at the market. Whether it's a quick dash in
and out or a more leisurely look, you'll be glad you went. New this year, a food truck will be on
site to sell lunch and refreshments (every third Thursday.) Visit the vendor list here.

October in the 'VilleOctober in the 'Ville

Skeletons are Alive!Skeletons are Alive!
Friday, Oct. 4Friday, Oct. 4
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Town SquareTown Square
The official welcome of 120 life-sized skeletons take
place on Friday at the "Skeletons are Alive" event in
Downtown Northville.It features music, dance, and fun in
Town Square. Take a photo with your favorite boney
friend and post it to our facebook page.

Northville is the place to be this October. Activities are
scheduled throughout the month, with something for
everyone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcwggtPe4K4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=weAZgZuGjOU
https://www.northville.org/farmers-market-vendors#AnnualVendors
https://www.northville.org/farmers-market-vendors#AnnualVendors
https://www.facebook.com/DowntownNorthville
https://www.facebook.com/DowntownNorthville


StreetsStreets
of Treatsof Treats
Saturday, Oct. 26Saturday, Oct. 26
10 - 11:30 a.m.10 - 11:30 a.m.
Town SquareTown Square
Trick-or-Treat stations will be set up
throughout the Downtown. Join us in Town
Square (across from Great Harvest Bread) for
this free, less spooky, family-friendly
event. For more information visit
https://www.northville.org/streets-of-treats

Mill Race Village offers Halloween eventsMill Race Village offers Halloween events



Looking for an afternoon of Halloween fun? Bring your children to the Second Annual
Halloween Hysteria at Mill Race Village in downtown Northville. The Village will be decorated for
Halloween and have Trick or Treating at all buildings. Plus, there's a Halloween craft sponsored
by the Northville Art House, readings of the Legend of Sleepy Hollow in the 1845 Church, and
refreshments at the Cady Inn. It’s a spook-tacular way to combine Halloween and history.
Tickets are available online . 

Handcrafters Fall FairHandcrafters Fall Fair
Friday, Oct. 11 Friday, Oct. 11 
9 am - 8 pm9 am - 8 pm
Saturday, Oct. 12Saturday, Oct. 12
9 am - 5 pm9 am - 5 pm

Northville Community Center ~ 303 W. Main St.Northville Community Center ~ 303 W. Main St.

With the smell of autumn swirling in the air and jack-o-lanterns ready to be carved, the
Fall Fair is your destination for only the finest handmades, specialty foods, décor, and
more!

https://www.hcshows.com/fall-fair

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/northvillehistoricalsociety1/296885
https://www.hcshows.com/fall-fair








Around Town

StreetlightsStreetlights
Streetlight out? Businesses and residents can report streetlight outages online at
www.dteenergy.com/streetlight. This link goes directly to the DTE streetlight outage
reporting tool.
Businesses and residents who have a DTE wooden power pole on or adjacent to their
property are eligible to have outdoor protective lighting installed on the pole to
illuminate their private property. Residents may even qualify for no up-front cost
installation. Please call 866-503-0627 and leave a detailed message that includes
name, address, city, zip code and phone number with area code for a DTE
representative to contact you within 3 business days.

http://www.dteenergy.com/streetlight


At Home

Sewage backupsSewage backups
Most homeowner's insurance will not cover sewage backups, but insurance can often be
obtained as an added item. Ask your insurance provider about this option. Also, consider
having a plumber install a check valve - backflow preventer - to help minimize the risk of
backups and related damage.

In 2001, the State of Michigan adopted Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer backup
legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable for sewer backups, and
established a process to seek compensation when a backup occurs.

Persons making a claim for property damage or physical injury must prove that the public sewer
had a defect. In addition, it must be proven that the governmental agency knew, or in the
exercise of reasonable diligence, should have known about the defect, and that the
governmental agency, having the legal authority to do so, failed to take reasonable steps in a
reasonable amount of time to repair, correct, or remedy the defect.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system,
you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after the overflow or
backup is discovered. Notice should be mailed to the City of Northville, Attn: City Clerk, 215 W.
Main Street, Northville, Michigan, 48167. Claim forms may be obtained by calling the City of
Northville Department of Public Works at 248-449-9930.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the ages of your items.
Reimbursement for the Actual Cash Value of damaged items is the maximum amount
payable.



Please make an attempt to provide pictures of anything you wish to claim that was
damaged due to the sewer backup.

The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.

Compost CollectionCompost Collection
Remember to place compost materials at the curb on your regular trash
collection day, separated from your trash and recyclable container. When
you set out your compost container, you can fill it with grass clippings,
leaves and garden waste. Do not compost food scraps, animal waste or sod.
Containers must be 35 gallon size, less than 50 pounds when filled, and
marked "Compost" or "X." Do not place a lid on the container.

Stickers for reusable containers are available in the City Hall vestibule, which is open 24 hours
a day. You may also use paper compost bags, which do not have to be marked. Do not use
plastic bags for compost.

For the year-round brush pick-up program that occurs every Tuesday, you may set out twigs,
branches and brush at the curb in segments no more than 6 feet in length and 6 inches in
diameter. Tree removal is not accepted.

If you have any questions on this program, please call Waste Management at 800-796-9696.

Brush collection programBrush collection program

The City of Northville allows residents to place branches at the curb without bundling or
bagging them. Branches 6 feet long and up to 6 inches in diameter can be placed at the curb
for removal by the City’s solid waste collection contractor.
Residents can dispose of large piles of branches by placing them at the curb. Every Tuesday,
year-round, a crew will come through each neighborhood and chip any branches left at the
curb. Branches must be in the street right-of-way (between the street and the sidewalk). Simply
stack the branches neatly behind the curb with the cut ends facing the street.
We cannot take roots, stumps dirt, lumber, railroad ties or any wood with metal in it. Residents
can dispose of firewood pieces and stumps with their normal weekly garbage (Maximum 35
gallon cans and 60 lb. weight limit).

Residents may need to rake up small branches after the large brush piles are removed.  



Northville Police Department has free gun safety locksNorthville Police Department has free gun safety locks
Don’t take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially if you have
young children and teenagers. Stop in at the Northville Police Department lobby to get your
free gun safety lock. There are no forms to fill out and no waiting.

Doing Business

Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory is availableHistoric Resource Council 2017 Directory is available
City Hall has a copy of the Historic Resource Council 2017 Directory, which lists architects,
contractors, suppliers and others who specialize in historic preservation, rehabilitation and
adaptation of historic structures and houses. This directory will interest residents of historic
homes, owners of businesses in historic buildings and others who own property or are involved
in the City’s Historic District. The book can be viewed at City Hall and online at Michigan Historic
Preservation Network’s website: www.mhpn.org (see the publications page).
 

Online payments for utility bills and taxesOnline payments for utility bills and taxes
If you want the convenience of paying taxes and utilities online, you can do so by visiting the
City’s website and using the services of Point & Pay, which processes the payment and
charges a convenience fee. Go to: http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/ and select the Pay Online
icon at the top of the page. Search for your property and open the record. Click on the Pay
Now link. You will be re-directed to the Point & Pay website to make a payment.

http://www.mhpn.org/
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/


Fees: Credit Cards: 3% Fee (min. $2)
E-Checks: Flat fee of $3, up to $10,000 and flat fee of $10 for anything over $10,000

Follow our Facebook page (Northville City Hall, Michigan) and our
Twitter account @NorthvilleCity. You will be able to see stories, photos
and videos of the City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about
City services, such as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility
bills, and roads under construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share
your photos and comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville
Facebook page, you'll see our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list

To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items, please
e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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