
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Dec. 10, 2020

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings

Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

All meetings listed will be held via video conference in compliance with the Open Meetings Act.
Members of the public body and members of the public participating electronically will be
considered present at the meeting and may participate as if physically present at the meeting.

Downtown Development Authority - Tuesday, Dec. 15, 8 a.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82986070140 US: +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799
Webinar ID: 829 8607 0140

Board of Review - Tuesday, Dec. 15, 5:30 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us /j/87500564416?

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82986070140
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83145237242
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


pwd=a0FEeHFRQUFNV0FTdHdzbGN2Tm5nQT09#success, 
Meeting ID: 875 0056 4416 Passcode: 056991 or Dial in +1 646 558 8656

Planning Commission - Tuesday, Dec. 15, 7 p.m.  Link to attend meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87351675281 US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 
Webinar ID: 873 5167 5281

CANCELED - Historic District Commission - Wednesday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m.

Senior Advisory Commission - Thursday, Dec. 17, 1 p.m. Link to attend meeting:
https://www.twp.northville.mi.us/your_government/remote_access_information_for_public_meeti
ngs

Anyone needing assistance or accommodations should contact the City Manager's office at 248-
449-9905. More information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In
City Council recapCity Council recap
of Dec. 7 meetingof Dec. 7 meeting
Mutual aid response team
aims to formalize
agreement – City Council
approved a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
between the Western
Wayne Mobile Field Force
Consortium and the City of
Northville. The consortium
brings together specialty-
trained members of law
enforcement departments
to collectively handle instances of civil unrest and violent demonstrations in the
communities represented. All 21 member agencies of this consortium – which includes the
Northville Police Department for the past 10 years – have operated under a verbal
agreement and now seek to formalize the agreement in writing. The MOU defines the
requirements for participation and membership for current and new members. 

Water and sewer mains for new condominiums  – City Council approved documents that
will turn over ownership of a water line and sanitary sewer hookup at North 320 to the City,
which manages water and sanitary sewer for residents and businesses. Northville Venture
Partners, LLC, recently completed a new condominium development on N. Center
St.  Documents involved are: Water Main Easement Agreement, Sanitary Sewer Easement
Agreement, Assignment of Rights Under Water Main Easement and Dedication of Water
Main Facilities and Sewer Facilities for Public Use, and the First Amendment to the Master
Deed- North 320. 

Poole’s seeks to buy City land to expand  – The owners of Poole’s Tavern have proposed the
purchase of City-owned land on the corner of Hutton and Main Street to accommodate
planned building improvements. The owners plan to remodel and expand the kitchen, and
expand the outdoor seating space on two levels with a new rooftop dining area. Poole’s has
proposed two options: Option A: purchase 2,161 square feet for $74,807 (covers existing

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87500564416?pwd=a0FEeHFRQUFNV0FTdHdzbGN2Tm5nQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87351675281
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes


outdoor eating area), and Option B: purchase 3,215 square feet for $111,294 (extending to
Main and Hutton, except for the corner section owned by Bank of America). City Council
voted to confirm the mayor’s appointment of Mayor Pro tem Marilyn Price and Barbara
Moroski-Browne to a subcommittee that also includes City Manager Pat Sullivan. The
subcommittee will review and explore the impact of the proposed purchase, recommend
how the proposal should be presented to Council, and aid Council in making a decision. 

There were no public comments.

Council Communications
 
Mayor Brian Turnbull noted that the State’s partial shutdown due to COVID-19 will extend
through Dec. 20. He said there’s light at the end of the tunnel but it’s a long tunnel and
encouraged everyone to remain diligent to stop the spread while also supporting downtown
restaurants and retailers. Barbara Moroski-Browne  said it’s possible to eat outdoors at the
restaurants, which have heat lamps, and still stay warm with the right attire.
 
City Manager Pat Sullivan  notified City Council that Police Chief Alan Maciag has been
elected president of the Wayne County Chiefs of Police and also will serve as president of
the Southeastern Michigan Association Chiefs of Police. Council members congratulated the
chief.  

View the video here.

Photo: Poole's Tavern plans to expand and is offering to purchase City property near Hutton and
Main. Photo by Liz Cezat.

City Hall is open byCity Hall is open by
appointment onlyappointment only
Tax payment can be done by drop box
 
City Hall is now open by appointment only
due to the statewide spike in COVID-19
cases. Please use the drop box at the circular
drive and in the vestibule for any payments
(including winter taxes) or for business that
can’t be done online. For winter taxes, your
cancelled check serves as your receipt. 

Do not include cash when making payments. If you must pay by cash, please schedule an
appointment. 

Most staff will be working remotely. There will be some staff in the office during regular business
hours to fulfill requests made by appointment, such as providing documents, accepting cash
payments, and offering other services that can’t be done online or through the drop box.

City Hall will reopen when it is safe to do so, based on State Health Dept. guidelines and the
pandemic's impact on the Northville community.

Visit our COVID-19 page for news and updates  about City services. If you have questions
about City services, please call the City manager at 248-449-9905 or send an email
to info@ci.northville.mi.us. The main number is 248-349-1300. For department emails, please
view the directory. Follow us on twitter and Facebook for more immediate updates. Emergency
notifications from Nixle will also be posted to Facebook. To sign up for this free service, visit the
Nixle website.

https://vimeo.com/488567684
mailto:info@ci.northville.mi.us
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/one.aspx?pageId=13535831
https://www.nixle.com/


Seniors have a friendSeniors have a friend
with the newwith the new
professional at theprofessional at the
Community CenterCommunity Center

Seniors do better when they have
places to go and things to do.
Northville’s new Senior Services
Supervisor Stephanie McNees is
intent on exploring options that
will benefit seniors and provide a
more spirited interaction with the
community at large. 

McNees has both an interest and experience in positions that boost the community by
attending to the needs of people as individuals and in groups. In 2016, armed with a degree
in political science from MSU, she took a gap year to work for AmeriCorps, a federally
funded public service organization. Over the course of a year, she crisscrossed the country
to help where needed, taking on projects that lasted from six weeks to three months. Stints
included working at a clothing bank, building a trail at a beach state park,
developing science and math programming for a science museum, and bringing food to
areas where grocery stores are few and far between.  

“It’s the most favorite thing I’ve ever done in my life,” she said. “I like to be involved, doing
things for others. This led me to want to work at local government and municipalities since
they are an important part of a community’s infrastructure.”  

Her previous job as the DDA director for the City of Southgate gave her “perfect training”
for her new role. She created events and programs, facilitated a multitude of groups to
make an event work, and got the community involved – all in the effort to help businesses
grow.

“Now, I’m thinking of seniors rather than businesses,” she said. Yet many of the elements
are the same. She is exploring ways to get seniors involved in the community as volunteers
and in other roles. “I want to meet whatever needs there are,” she said. One way to help
businesses, she believes, is for them to draw in seniors by providing a discount.

While many professionals are working from home, McNees is working at the Community
Center even though the doors aren’t open to seniors due to a spike in COVID-19 cases
statewide. From there, she’s running safe programming, such as virtual fitness on Zoom,
transportation for seniors and the disabled, a medical loan equipment program, and a liquid
nutrition program (Ensure). Several of these programs have county or regional funding and
must continue because of the vast need. 

In her early college days, she interned for Southgate’s Senior Services program and made
appointments for transportation. Now, she will be running a fleet of four SMART, 13-
passenger buses. Due to a lack of drivers, only two buses are now operating. (Anyone
interested in being a part-time driver should contact the City of Northville Human Resources
Dept.) In 2019, the service provided 3,400 curb-to-curb trips for seniors 60 years or older
and the disabled who live in the City or Township of Northville.

She will work closely with the Senior Advisory Council, a nine-member commission chaired
by Jan Purtell. The council meets monthly and oversees the budget, grants, programming
and facility utilization. McNees and her boss, Mark Gasche, director of Parks and



Recreation, also attend those public meetings.
 
“Stephanie is very enthusiastic and looking forward to hearing from residents about
programs and services they would like to see offered through Senior Services,” said Gasche.
“Her background with the DDA will help her develop relationships with senior living
facilities, health care providers, other senior services program providers, and area
businesses.”
 
Months ago, an online cooking class was sponsored by Independence Village, which
provided ingredients for a meal that the seniors cooked from their homes as they watched
how to prepare the meal on their computer or smart phone screens. It was a hit and
McNees plans to bring it back. Watch for that program and other fun ways for seniors to
start engaging again.                                        

Photo: Stephanie McNees is the new Senior Services supervisor . Photo by Liz Cezat.

Northvillians,Northvillians,
Great progress has been made this week in preparation for vaccinations across our country. We
can almost see the light at the end of this pandemic tunnel. We must be diligent in the coming
months as the nation prioritizes inoculations, starting with our first responders, health care
workers and seniors. I continue to thank all Northvillians who have shared their time and talents
helping our senior citizens, our youth, Civic Concern, and our local businesses weather the
Covid storm.

I want to highlight some recent updates on COVID-19 and provide some history about one of the
historic “Gateways” in our town – Buchner Hill (8 Mile and Center St. area).

Mark your calendars – Virtual Mayoral Town Hall meeting Dec. 17 at   7 p.m. I hope to answer
any questions on your mind. We’ll also have a presentation from our Northville Sustainability
Team, which was formed earlier this year.  

Thurs, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.   https://smart.newrow.com/#/room/fga-386

Read the entire letter here or view it on the City website.

Keep that Northville Faith! 
Stay #NorthvilleStrong!

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, City of Northville

photo credit: Northville District Library

BZA votes against building height variance at North 320BZA votes against building height variance at North 320

https://smart.newrow.com/#/room/fga-386
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/news/what_s_new/community_update_from_mayor_turnbull


The condominiums at North 320 are closing in on completion, yet there was a
problem with the rooftop terrace above the third floor. Two units of the eight-unit
building have a trellis with a roof. As measured from the top point, those roofs were
more than 5-1/2 feet over the ordinance maximum height of 42 feet for a three-story
building. The developers – Northville Venture Partners – wanted a variance and
went to the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).

After initial discussions at the BZA meeting on Nov. 4, the developers were asked to
return on Dec. 2. At that meeting, after more discussion, the BZA voted 7-0 to deny
the request for a variance. Now, the builder must remove the trellis roofs over the
units at 110-114 and 101-115 North Center Cove to be in compliance with the
ordinance.

The final site plan for the $6 million building, with terms and conditions, was
approved by the Planning Commission on April 18, 2017. Land clearing at the site
began in Summer 2017 and the foundation was laid in Fall 2018.  

Now is the time to renew your parking permitNow is the time to renew your parking permit
Parking is prohibited on city streets and municipal lots between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. If you need to
park your vehicle on the street or in a lot overnight for an extended period of time,
please complete this application and submit it to the Police Department to obtain a permit.

If you need to finalize the permit in person, you can enter City Hall through the Police
Department entrance at the back, lower level, during regular business hours. You do not need an
appointment to obtain a parking permit. 

The deadline for obtaining an annual permit is Dec. 31, 2020. The permit comes with a parking
sticker to be placed on the vehicle’s upper left corner of the rear window. If you have any
outstanding parking tickets, you must pay those tickets before a permit will be issued.

If residents have a short-term parking concern, such as having a visitor, they can call
the Overnight Parking Hotline by calling 248-305-2790. This is an automated system that
requests the vehicle plate number and location in order to provide overnight parking exceptions.
Please note that this permission is not granted on a continuous basis.  

Construction updateConstruction update

Final paving with the top layer of asphalt has been completed on Grace Street, north
of 8 Mile.

Parks & Recreation programs shift due to COVID-19 spikeParks & Recreation programs shift due to COVID-19 spike
All in-person Parks, Recreation and Senior Services programming, classes, events rentals and
activities have been postponed at this time. The Community Center is closed. Visit the website
for information on refunds/credits/rescheduling programs and events.

Things to do

Enjoy the Social District with a beverage, snack or meal

Here’s a guide to the restaurants and bars in Downtown Northville . Several are in the

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PoliceDept/ParkingViolations/ParkingPermitApp.pdf
http://www.northvilleparksandrec.org
https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/dining.asp


Social District, which means you can consume alcoholic beverages purchased from
participating businesses outdoors in the designated area (on Center Street and Main Street,
marked by signs). 

Shops are also open with many offering their wares on the sidewalk in the Social District. All
stores are practicing COVID-safety measures.

Photo by Liz Cezat.



Doing Business



Online payments for utility bills, taxes and more Online payments for utility bills, taxes and more 
 
Citizens can pay online for taxes, utilities, delinquent property taxes and other miscellaneous
payments. Go directly to the BS&A website and enter your address. You will be redirected to
the Point & Pay website to make a payment, which also includes a convenience fee of 3% for
credit cards (minimum $2) and for e-checks a $3 fee for payments up to $10,000 or $10 for any
amount over $10,000.

Save time – schedule inspections onlineSave time – schedule inspections online
The City of Northville offers online inspection scheduling. Contractors and homeowners may
schedule inspections using an online portal to request all types of inspections, such as building,
electrical, plumbing and heating. Users need an assigned permit number, obtained from the City
Building Dept., when using the Inspection portal. If you are requesting an inspection for the
following business day, it must be scheduled by 3:30 p.m.

Around Town

Have Fun in City and Township ParksHave Fun in City and Township Parks
There are many parks – large and small – available for individuals, families and groups of friends
to gather in both the city and township. Some are small pocket parks located within a
neighborhood; others are larger spaces with plenty of room for nature hikes, ball playing or
frisbee tossing. Some parks have play structures. Check out the variety of parks maintained by
Northville Parks and Recreation on the department’s legend/map. All the parks are open to the
public. (Membership is required at the dog park.)

Report water main breaksReport water main breaks
 
Each year the City of Northville has between 10 and 20 water main breaks. If you see water
bubbling out of the ground on City property, contact the Public Works Department at 248-449-
9930 or 248- 349-1234 after hours and report its location. The sooner the leak is identified and
reported, the quicker it can be repaired, reducing the chances of contamination entering the
water system and minimizing the cost for lost water.

At Home

https://bsaonline.com/?uid=1917
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/services/building_and_planning/inspections_and_online_permits
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Park Map Thumbnail.png


SSewer back upewer back up
 
An individual making a claim for property damage or physical injury due to sewerage backup on
their property must prove that the public sewer had a defect. Further, they must prove that the
City of Northville knew or should have known about the defect, in the exercise of reasonable
diligence, and failed to take timely action to repair or remedy the defect.
These steps are outlined in the State of Michigan’s Public Act 222 of 2001, known as sewer
backup legislation. The legislation clarifies when municipalities are liable for sewer backups, sets
standards to determine the extent to which a municipality is liable, and provides a process to
seek compensation when a backup occurs.

If you experience an overflow or backup of a sewage disposal system or storm water system and
seek reimbursement, you must file a written claim with the City of Northville within 45 days after
the overflow or backup is discovered. Claim forms may be obtained online, by calling DPW at
248-449-9930 or inquiring at the front desk of City Hall.

When presenting a written claim, you will be required to provide the following items:
1.  Copies of receipts for cleaning costs, plumbing bills, or other bills.
2.   List of the damaged items and receipts to prove the age of your items. Reimbursement for
the actual cash value of damaged items is the maximum amount payable.
3.   If possible, bring pictures of items damaged during the storm water or sewer back-up.
The filing of a claim does not guarantee reimbursement.
 
Most homeowner’s insurance does not cover sewage backups but insurance often can be
obtained as an added item. Also, consider having a plumber install a check valve - backflow
preventer - to reduce the risk of backups and related damage.

Northville Police Department has free gun safety locksNorthville Police Department has free gun safety locks

Don’t take the risk of having an unlocked gun get into the wrong hands - especially if you have
young children and teenagers. You can pick up a free gun safety lock at the Northville Police
Department lobby. There are no forms to fill out and no waiting.

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Services/PublicWorksDept/WaterSewer/SewerAdjustmentForm.pdf


Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such

https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.
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