
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - Sept. 22, 2022

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

Meetings
Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

Downtown Development Authority - Tuesday, Sept. 27, 8 a.m. - City Hall

Historic District Commission (Special meeting) - Tuesday, Sept. 27, 7 p.m. - Council
Chambers - City Hall

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


Parks & Recreation Commission - Wednesday, Sept. 28, 6:30 p.m. - Township Hall

Brownfield Redevelopment Authority - Wednesday, Sept. 28, 7 p.m. Council Chambers, City
Hall

Anyone needing assistance should contact the City Manager's office at 248-449-9905. More
information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In

City Council recap of Sept. 19City Council recap of Sept. 19
meetingmeeting

Liquor licenses – City Council approved
the liquor licenses of two Main Street
businesses based on Police Chief Alan
Maciag’s presentation and no objections
from the Northville Liquor License Review
Committee (LLRC). 

The Little Salumi, 137 E. Main, a sandwich
shop, was approved for a new SDM
license, new Sunday sales (a.m./p.m.)
permit, new catering permit, and a new beer and a wine tasting permit. Shop owner and
applicant Jessica Poole, of J.M. Poole, holds the licenses. Poole previously was approved for
these licenses by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC).

Sokoloski Brewing LLC, doing business as Great White Buffalo Brewing Co., 101 MainCentre,
was approved for a new micro brewer license; new small wine maker license; new beer and
wine tasting permit; new off-premises storage permission; new on-premises tasting room permit;
new Sunday sales permit (a.m./p.m.); and a new outdoor service area permit. The brewery is
seeking approval for these licenses by the MLCC.

Allen Terrace Crack seal repair – The Allen Terrace driveway and parking lot was recently
crack sealed. The next step of the process is seal coating, and re-striping, with some driveway
patching. CAP Sealcoaters, of Warren, was awarded the project by Council with the lowest bid
of three vendors at $7,250 plus a 10% contingency as approved by the Northville Housing
Commission.

Downs PUD – The first reading of the proposed zoning ordinance map amendment of the
Downs and associated properties was conducted at the meeting. 

City Planner Sally Elmiger, of CWA, reviewed the process with council and citizens. She noted
the Planning Commission held a series of deliberations on five key topics: 1. Residential and
Commercial Land Use, 2. Roads, Pathways, Connections and Parking, 3. Architecture,
Landscaping and Aesthetics, 4. Parks, Public Spaces, and Farmers’ Market and 5. Infrastructure,
Financials and Phasing. Each of the topics was covered over the course of 10 meetings (each
topic generally required time at three meetings each). Item five (#5) was discussed at two PC
meetings but evaluation of detailed cost estimates regarding public benefits and utility/traffic
upgrades was deferred to the Downs Project Advisory Committee (DPAC), which will make a
recommendation to Council. 

Following these detailed deliberations, with public comment heard on each topic, the Planning
Commission recommended the Preliminary PUD Site Plan and the PUD rezoning be approved
by  City Council, with conditions, on a 7-2 vote at the Sept. 6 meeting. 

Now, this ordinance is before Council. The city charter calls for two readings when an ordinance
is considered, with at least a two-week period in between readings. Due to the nature of this
ordinance, it will likely take longer before the second reading and a decision on the PUD. City
Council members indicated at the meeting they will categorically review each component of the

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes


plan, taking into account concerns raised by citizens. 

Seth Herkowitz, Hunter Pasteur Northville executive, reviewed aspects of the developer’s
preliminary site plans and how they changed over time, based on recommendations by the
Planning Commission, task forces and the community. He noted the plan was guided by the
Master Plan and is within the density permitted, with 9.96 dwelling units per acre (DU/AC). That
equates to 443 housing units over 44.45 acres. South of Beal, the proportion is 5.06 DU/AC.
Regarding the projected increase in traffic volumes, he noted that HPN Consulting Engineer Julie
Kroll, of Fleis and Vandenbrink, did an assessment that was reviewed and accepted by city
Consulting Traffic Engineer Steve Dearing, of OHM. Regarding the Farmers’ Market, he said the
developer is providing land on the Downs for three years during the transition to a new site,
which was recommended by the Farmers’ Market Task Force. 

He noted the Planning Commission’s review resulted in a refined, improved site plan and asked
council to adopt the commission’s recommendation for conditional PUD approval.

Approximately 30 people, at the meeting or online, spoke publicly about the development.  Some
of the concerns included its impact on traffic, public safety, infrastructure expenses, downtown
character and amount of commercial space, as well as the types and style of housing.
Supporters mentioned benefits of cleaning up environmental hazards, new public parks, and a
mixed-use development that would be an improvement over the racetrack property as it now
stands. Public comment lasted about 2-1/2 hours. 

Council moved to introduce for first reading the proposed zoning ordinance map amendment to
rezone the Downs and associated properties at 301 S. Center St., 118 E. Cady St., 341 Beal
Ave., 318 River St., 105 Fairbrook St., and 109 Fairbrook St., from Central Business District
(CBD), Cady Street Overlay District (CSO), Racetrack District (RTD), and Second Density
Residential District (R-2) to Planned Unit Development District (PUD).
 
A second reading will be considered after City Council has received and reviewed:

a.Recommendations from the Downs Project Advisory Committee (DPAC) on financial
considerations and other issues critical to this project,

b.Input from Northville’s Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) and Downtown
Development Authority (DDA),

c. Northville Historic District Commission status update for PUD areas within the Historic
District’s boundaries,

d. Information or modifications considered sufficient or necessary by City Council to decide on
the Preliminary PUD Site Plan, and

e.  A draft PUD Agreement acceptable to City Council.
            
Photo: Overview of the proposed development, provided by Hunter Pasteur Northville.

Volunteers needed to fill role on DowntownVolunteers needed to fill role on Downtown
Development AuthorityDevelopment Authority
The city of Northville is accepting applications for qualified volunteers interested in serving on
the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Board of Directors. 
 
The application is available on the city website. To be considered, applications must be
submitted by Oct. 7.  After that deadline, the City Clerk will contact applicants to schedule
interviews with the Board and Commission Selection Committee, comprised of Mayor Brian
Turnbull and Mayor Pro Tem Barbara Moroski-Browne.  
 
The DDA Board of Directors strive to enhance the quality of life for the residents of the greater
Northville area through economic and physical revitalization of the downtown business district.
The DDA coordinates and supports activities to promote the economic viability of the downtown
area. It also acts as an advocate for a safe, clean, and attractive central business district.  A
strong downtown center is a major attraction for development and enhances the quality of life for

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=13517664


the entire community.  

Applicants must be either a resident of the city of Northville, or have a vested interest in property
located in the DDA (e.g. property owner, business owner, business employee). 

Meetings are held at 8 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each month. More information about the
DDA Board of Directors, its composition, and member qualifications is available on the DDA
website or by contacting DDA Executive Director Lori Ward.

Volunteers needed to fill role on Board of Zoning AppealsVolunteers needed to fill role on Board of Zoning Appeals
The city of Northville is accepting applications for qualified volunteers interested in serving on
the Board of Zoning Appeals. Applicants must be registered to vote in the city of Northville.  
 
The application is available on the city website. To be considered, applications must be
submitted by Oct 7. After that deadline, the City Clerk will contact applicants to schedule
interviews with the Board and Commission Selection Committee, comprised of Mayor Brian
Turnbull and Mayor Pro Tem Barbara Moroski-Browne.  All applications will be kept on file for
future consideration. 
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) carries out the provisions in Article 25 of the City of
Northville Zoning Ordinance, and also considers any other matters that the BZA is called upon to
act under law or other ordinances.The Board of Zoning Appeals meets at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month at City Hall. More information about the Board of Zoning Appeals is
available on the city website.

Victorian Heritage festival drawsVictorian Heritage festival draws
crowds under sunny skiescrowds under sunny skies
With double the vendor booths downtown and more
entrees in the Friday evening Victorian Parade than
last year, the Northville Chamber was super proud of
hosting this year’s Victorian Heritage Festival, Sept.
16-18. The parade drew a lot of spectators and
participants, with eight schools being represented
and the addition of Model As and Model Ts to the
parade route. 

“This community just loves the craft end of the booths,” said Doug Wallace, Chamber
Executive Director. “People love the uniqueness – of the vendors and the entire event.”

Bands drew large crowds at the beer tents on Friday and Saturday nights, and at the Town
Square on Saturday. 

On Sunday, Mill Race Village held its 33rd Annual Duck Race and celebrated its
50th anniversary, welcoming hundreds of guests, many dressed in Victorian attire. 

Photos by George Fomin

https://www.downtownnorthville.com/1/163/dda_board.asp
mailto:lward@ci.northville.mi.us
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=13517664
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/boards_and_commissions/board_of_zoning_appeals


Sharing history and breaking breadSharing history and breaking bread
with the city’s seniorswith the city’s seniors
Mayor Brian Turnbull hosted the Old Timers
luncheon at Genitti’s on Sept. 20, drawing dozens
of seniors to share favorite memories and learn
more about historic events that shaped the town.

After a hearty lunch served family-style, the mayor
showed slides of historic Northville – covering its
rise from a milling village along flowing riverbanks

to an industrial town making small aircraft, furniture, bells and valves. As those businesses left,
others took their place, keeping the city growing economically and adding more residents over
the decades. 

Turnbull noted the actions taken now, including developing “gateways for the future,” will position
the city well for the bicentennial in 2027. One of those new gateways will be at Ford Field, with a
new handicap accessible entrance to be built with funding from a $910,000 state grant. 

The mayor presented George Miller with the Citizen of the Year Award in the senior category,
and cited Sept. 20 as George Miller Day in the city of Northville by proclamation, which he read
to the honoree. He thanked George for contributing much to Northville as an individual, business
owner, and for his community involvement over the years. 

Turnbull took over hosting the annual Old Timers Luncheon in 2017 after his father, the town’s
well-known historian, passed away.

Photos: Above: Mayor Brian Turnbull reads a proclamation to honoree George Miller. Below:
From left: Jim Long, and Lesa and John Buckland. Photos by Liz Cezat.



Northvillians and friends,Northvillians and friends,
Last week during our Victorian Heritage Festival days, it was truly outstanding getting back to
former traditions the pandemic interrupted. With summer-like weather, Northville was alive with
people and bands throughout the three-day festival. The Victorian saloon, with its fellowship, food
and festive atmosphere, was electrifying. 

The activities around town were tremendous, with third graders coming downtown Friday in



Victorian dress, learning about our history and being part of the parade that night. On Sunday, the
50th Anniversary celebration of the Mill Race Village was in full swing.

Nearby, we had the duck race on the river, along with the various vendors in town and a vast
array of music throughout the weekend at multiple locations. We also celebrated the
75th anniversary of Scout Troop 755 at Ford Field and at their encampment across the street at
Ford Field East. Over the years, they have given back to the community through various projects
that benefited all in our area. 

View the entire letter here or on the city website.

Keep that Northville historic faith!

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, Northville

Things to do

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/news/what_s_new/community_update_from_mayor_turnbull






Doing Business

Receive texts regarding safety issues through NixleReceive texts regarding safety issues through Nixle
Notification of serious traffic accidents, severe weather conditions, downed live wires and other
safety issues are being communicated by the city’s Nixle service. To receive text alerts to a
mobile phone, sign up at Nixle.com. Nixle posts also appear on the city's social media platforms.

Around Town

Crime mapping pinpoints car thefts, home break-ins and otherCrime mapping pinpoints car thefts, home break-ins and other
criminal activitycriminal activity
The City of Northville uses an online crime mapping system that coordinates with Oakland
County’s CLEMIS system to show the location and type of crime that has occurred on a digital
map within 24 hours after a police report has been filed.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nixle.com%2f&c=E,1,PrUN50eQWw7-TqaIg7nfplXJTkIUZ0jJ6j7CqpgF13BYLPjmum4s2YyK4xxvcLnTIFvTdg58waz1Vb_dWFfTNBA-sEUqydmPGp-2AZEKaik8mj4,&typo=1


CLEMIS is a report management system that compiles crime reports from police departments in
Oakland County, including Northville, and makes them available to the public. Oakland County
takes that information one step further by allowing police departments to directly subscribe to a
service from that populates the crime data on a map.
 
Users have the option of looking at the online map in real time or searching back 180 days at
crimemapping.com. 

Help stop illegal use of fire hydrants  Help stop illegal use of fire hydrants  

The city’s fire hydrants can be accessed by the Fire Dept., the Police Dept., and the Dept. of
Public Works (DPW). Any other use of the fire hydrant, without a permit, is illegal per city
ordinance.
Fire hydrants used illegally could become damaged or freeze, causing the fire hydrant to be
inoperable during an emergency. Water theft and fire hydrant repairs due to misuse are an
added expense to the city’s water system and could increase water rates to all customers.
If you witness illegal fire hydrant use or any questionable water use, please call Police/Fire at
248-349-1234 or DPW at 248-449-9930. When calling, please provide any available information
such as: vehicle make/model, license plate number, and/or company name.
Construction companies or contractors that need a high volume of water for their work may
obtain a permit to use a fire hydrant, from April 1 through June 1, and from Sept. 1 through Nov.
1. If there is a special need to connect to a fire hydrant, please contact the DPW at 248-449-
9930. 

Walk your wheels in the social districtWalk your wheels in the social district
For the safety of pedestrians, restaurant patrons and servers, and others, please do not ride your
bike or skateboard in the social district. It’s much safer to walk your wheels. The district
encompasses N. Center from Main to Dunlap and E. Main from Center to Hutton, with common
areas including sidewalks, roadways, Town Square, and Old Church Square. 

At Home

Maximize water use on lawns and gardensMaximize water use on lawns and gardens
 
To keep the cost of water as low as possible, remember to follow the City’s odd/even watering
system regulations. Homes with addresses that end in odd numbers can only water on odd days:
21th, 23rd, etc., while addresses that end in an even number can only water on even days: 22nd,
24th, etc. Automatic sprinkler systems may only be used between 12 a.m. and 5 a.m., following
the odd/even rules. Manual watering with a hose (not attached to a timer), is permitted between
11 a.m. and 5 p.m., also adhering to the odd/even rules. Notices will be posted on the homes of
residents who are watering outside their required times/days, and civil infraction violations may
be issued. (See the Code of Ordinances, Sec. 86-48.)

Compost and wood chips are availableCompost and wood chips are available 

Compost and wood chips are available for free at City’s DPW facility located at 650 Doheny
Drive. This material is available Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Instructions on how
to open the gate are posted near the keypad. You must supply your own containers and load
your own compost.
The compost is created from leaves collected each fall by the city. These leaves are routinely
turned, which reduces their volume by 90% and converts this scrap material into a rich, organic
matter. The resulting compost can be used by residents to improve soil in landscape and flower
beds, gardens, and flower pots. In addition, the DPW uses compost for its landscaping needs in
city parks, cemeteries, and other public properties. Residents can use wood chips in their flower
beds to help retain moisture, reduce the need for water and prevent water runoff. It is not
recommended to use wood chips in vegetable gardens. 

http://www.crimemapping.com/


How to read your Neptune water meter How to read your Neptune water meter 
Residents in households that have the new Neptune water meter can access instructions on the
city website about how to read the water meter. Keeping track of the volume of water registered
on the meter on a regular basis can help detect spikes in usage and potential water leaks. This
information can help homeowners make adjustments to their water usage through actions such
as repairing leaks or switching to low-flush toilets and water-saving faucets.

Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such
as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.

City of Northville | 215 W. Main St. | Northville, MI 48167
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